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K OF C BRUNCH
Norfolk – The Knights of Columbus will
be sponsoring a brunch.
Date: March 11
Time: 8:30 a.m. to Noon
Place: Visitation Parish Center; Take-
outs available
Cost: Adults, $6; Children under 12, $4;
Under 5, Free; Family, $16

FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRIES
Ogdensburg – The Knights of Columbus
Council 258’s Friday Night Fish Fry Buffet
is open to the general public and contin-
ues every Friday until Easter.
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7
Place: K of C Hall
Cost: $9 for all you can eat.  Desserts are
$1 and there is a cash bar.
Features: All proceeds benefit K of C
Charities and building fund.

CORN BEEF/HAM & CABBAGE 
Heuvelton – Msgr. Robert Giroux Knights
of Columbus will be sponsoring a St.
Patrick’s Day dinner of corned beef, ham
and cabbage.

Date: March 17
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Cost: $8 donation, under 5, Free

LENTEN SOUP MEAL
Heuvelton - St. Raphael’s Parish is hold-
ing a Lenten soup meal.
Date: March 11
Time: 11;45 a.m
Place: St. Raphael’s Parish Hall
Features: Fr. Jay Seymour, Pastor, will
speak about his 500 mile journey across
northern Spain to the tomb of St. James
Donations Accepted by  not required

FISH & SHRIMP FRY
Gouverneur – St. James School will be
having a Fish & Shrimp Fry every Friday
during Lent.
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 12 and under,
$5; under 5, free;   Take-outs and delivery
available, phone ahead for faster serv-
ices at 287-0130. 

METANOIA RETREAT
Ogdensburg - A Young Adult Metanoia
Retreat will be held

Dates:April 13-14
Place:Wadhams Hall Retreat Center, 
Features: Are you needing to take some
time away from your busy schedule? Are
you needing to hear what God is saying
to you? You are invited to the Metanoia
Retreat
Contact: For more information call or
email Lorraine at 315-323-4989. ltur-
geon@dioogdensburg.org

SINGING PILGRIMAGE
Alexandria Bay - St. Cyril’s Church is
sponsoring  a Pilgrimage to Italy hosted
by Peter’s Way Tours featuring St. Cyril
Church Choir in Liturgy and performance
in Rome, Vatican City, and Assisi.
Date: Aug. 16-23
Cost: $2595 + $550 taxes/fuel sur-
charge ($350 deposit due by 5-5-12)
Features: Experience Ancient Rome,
Christian Rome, the Catacombs, Vatican
Museums and a Papal Audience.  Explore
Assisi of St. Francis.
Contact: Beck Rose at
becky.a.rose@gmail.com f

YOUNG ADULT ONLINE RETREAT
Diocese Young Adult Ministry will be
sponsoring an "ONLINE" Lenten prayer

group
Schedule: Sunday nights at 9p.m. each
week during Lent.
Features:  Busy schedule? Children? Life
holding you back from adding prayer
during Lent? Jump on line Sunday nights
and join others as we pray our way to
the Cross. Easy to join.
Contact:  If interested please call or
Email Lorraine Turgeon 315-323-4989
lturgeon@dioogdensburg.org for more
information.  

2012 YOUTH RALLY
Mark your calendars: April 28 At IHC
High School in Watertown 

2012 TEKAKWITHA CONFERENCE
Albany –The annual Tekakwitha Confer-
ence has been planned
Date: July 18-22
Place: Airport Holiday Inn, 205 Wolf
Road, Albany, NY 12205
Theme:“Walking in her footsteps in Ka-
teri Country”
Contact: For more information or to
register for the conference, go to website
www.tekconf.org

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL
Clifton Park, NY –Catholic Lay Healers
and Evangelists to offer healing and Re-
newal Days on two weekends in 2012.
Dates: April 20-21, 2012 featuring
Maria Vadia of Glory God Ministries and
Oct. 12-13, 2012 featuring Bob Canton.
Place: St. Edward the Confessor, 563
Clifton Park Center Rd, Clifton Park, NY
Information: 518-237-7391 or 518-
371-7911 or dcn.jmgrigaitis@aol.com

CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE
Syracuse – The Diocese of Syracuse will
be sponsoring Ignite 2012, Catholic
Men's Conference.
Date: March 31
Time: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Place: SRC Arena  on the campus of
Onondaga Community College
Speakers:  Mass begins at 9am with
Bishop Cunningham as celebrant; The
speakers Will include Mike Piazza,  major
league  catcher; Sean O'Hara, a success-
ful entrepreneur;  and Father Thomas
Williams, LC, a professor a the Regina
Apostolorum Pontifical Athenaeum in
Rome.
Cost: $55 
Contact: www.ignitecatholicmen.org

ST. LAWRENCE
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YOUNG CATHOLIC VOICE

By Tracy Leonard
Parishioner, St. Mary’s, Evans Mills

Why do good things hap-
pen to bad people? Why,
why, why? What is the pur-
pose for this and how can
this be real? Is there really a
God?
I’m sure these are ques-

tions we’ve all asked our-
selves at one time or
another, and if not self-di-
rected, we’ve heard them ut-
tered by others who are
perhaps confused, strug-
gling, ill, hurt or suffering.
Over the past year, I know

these aching thoughts have
entered my mind on various
occasions. Difficult situa-
tions such as broken rela-
tionships, terminal illness,
loss of a loved one, abor-
tion, job loss, marital or
family struggles, financial

strain, addiction, homeless-
ness, etc. are hard to bear,
yet I’ve come to understand
that there are two choices
when you find yourself in
difficult circumstances such
as these: you can give up or
you can go on. 
Only you can make that

choice, but if you choose to
go on, you can encourage
many others throughout
your life who are faced with
the same choice you had to
make. 
Hold onto your hope, real-

izing that a trying circum-
stance can turn into a
wonderful testimony in a
matter of minutes. God uses
difficulties to make us peo-
ple He can trust and people
He can use. Take time to
wait on God and allow Him
to renew your strength so
you can soar.
Acknowledge that you

don’t always grow or be-
come strong during life’s
good times, rather you grow
when you press through dif-
ficulties, challenges or
tragedies without giving up. 
How do you not give up?
Well, one of the best gifts

you can give yourself is
time alone with God- con-

nect with Him in awesome
ways in places of deep
peace and quiet. If you give
God time, He will give it
back to you. 
Spend time with Him.

Trust Him. Praise, worship
and thank Him for life’s
blessings and joys. Pray and
mediate for encouragement
and strength during the
tough times. Know that God
wants you to be strong
enough to soar over the
storms of life and to fulfill
all the plans He has for
you… build your spiritual
body to do so.
This presence of God will

help you to overcome life’s
fears or uncertainties. If you
know by faith that God is
with you, you can take on
any challenges with confi-
dence and courage.
You may not always feel

God’s presence, but trust

His word, knowing that He
will never leave or forsake
you. “Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding;
in all your ways, acknowl-
edge Him and He will make
your paths straight.”
(Proverbs 3:5-6)
Also, the next time you

are confronted with un-
avoidable suffering, it can
become meaningful if you
prayerfully unite it with the
sufferings and redeeming
love of Christ. In faith, ac-
cept your own suffering and
share in the sufferings of
others with compassion and
love.
As we journey through

this Lenten season Lord,
help us to find hope in the
resurrection, thus helping
us to soar through the
storms of life.With God,
nothing is impossible!

Soaring with Strength

Tracy Leonard
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Michael J. Tooley, diocesan fiscal offi-
cer, presents the annual Special
Funds Report in this week’s NCC.
Special funds are monies that the
diocese holds for particular purposes
such as disability insurance,  property
and liability insurance, missionary
projects, priests’ retirement, lay em-
ployee retirement and unemploy-
ment insurance.  The report also
includes an accounting of the Dioce-
san Trust Fund and the Deposit and
Loan Account. Bishop LaValley ex-
pressed his gratitude to Tooley and
“his excellent staff for the careful
manner in which they safeguard all
the financial resources that have
been entrusted to our diocese.”

PHOTO PROVIDED
Clare Whitney,left, and Brody Hooper enjoy time at Parijito Azul Disability Center with some of the younger residents. They
were among 40-plus volunteers serving with North Country Mission of Hope in the Central American country earlier this
month. The Plattsburgh-based humanitarian aid organization has sent groups of missioners to Nicaragua 44 separate times
since its inception in 1998. Full story and photos on page 5.

Group explores the role of women in

the church, family, work, world; plan

retreat with Johnnette Benkovic

Bishop LaValley presided at
the annual Rite of Election of
Catechumens and the Call to
Continuing Conversion of
Candidates for those prepar-
ing to enter the Catholic
Church on Easter. The cere-
mony took place Sunday at
St. Mary’s Cathedral.
Bishop LaValley’s homily is

printed on page 3.
Photos from the celebra-

tion  will appear in next
week’s NCC.
Bishop LaValley reflected

on the cathechumen’s rela-
tionship With Jesus as they
prepare to receive the sacra-
ments of initiation.

FULL STORY, PAGE 3

FULL STORY, PAGE 4

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Benedict
XVI asked Catholics for their
prayers as he began his
weeklong Lenten retreat Feb.
26. Before reciting the An-
gelus prayer at midday with
visitors in St. Peter's Square,

he also prayed that all
Catholics would "embrace
the spirit of this holy season,
through prayer, fasting and
almsgiving." 
Congolese Cardinal Lau-

rent Monsengwo of Kinshasa

was chosen to preach the re-
treat Feb. 26-March 3 for
Pope Benedict and top Vati-
can officials in the Redemp-
toris Mater Chapel inside the
Apostolic Palace. 
The cardinal's topic was to

be "Communion of the Chris-
tian with God." 
During the retreat period,

the pope clears his calendar
of public events, including
his weekly general audience
on Wednesday. 
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OBITUARIES
AuSable Forks – Joseph H. Kowalik Jr., 53;
Funeral Services March 10 at Holy Name
Church.

Carthage – Walter P. “Walt” Barker, 85;
Funeral Services Feb. 29, 2012 at St.
James Church; burial in St. James Ceme-
tery.

Carthage – Viola “Yola” (Pacific) Franck,
91; Funeral Services March 3, 2012 at St.
James Church; burial in Old St. James
Cemetery.

Champlain – Donald A. Arno, 79; Funeral
Services Feb. 27, 2012 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Champlain – John Paul Tetreault, 81; Fu-
neral Services March 3, 2012 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Croghan – Walter J. “Willie” Brownell, 87;
Funeral Services Feb. 28, 2012 at St.
Stephen’s Church; burial in St. Stephen’s
Cemetery.

Croghan - Harold M. Martin, 89,  funeral
services March 5, 2012 at St. Stephen’s
Church, burial in parish cemetery

Dannemora – Betty P. (Pike) Miner, 76;
Funeral Services Feb. 27, 2012 at St.
Joseph’s Church; burial in parish ceme-
tery.

Deferiet – Paul Anthony Ventiquattro, 84;
Funeral Services Feb. 29, 2012 at St. Rita’s

Church.

Glenfield – Delilia “Tootsie” M. (Maciejko)
Gorczyca, 91; Funeral Services Feb. 29,
2012 at St. Mary’s Church; burial in Brant-
ingham Cemetery.

Hogansburg – Philomena “Mae” Thomp-
son, 69; Funeral Services Feb. 29, 2012 at
St. Regis Catholic Church.

Lowville - Dorothy (Weller) Duflo, 88, Fu-
neral services March 7, 2012, at St. Peter’s
Church; burial in St. Stephen’s Cemetery,
Croghan

Lyon Mountain – Muriel G. (Hansen)
Denny, 89; Funeral Services March 2,
2012 at St. Bernard’s Church; burial in
Morningside Cemetery, Malone.

Malone – Gail B. “Mac” McGovern, 73; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 28, 2012 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in St. John Bosco
Cemetery.

Massena – Anna M.(Yuhasz) Salamon,
87; Funeral  Feb. 29, 2012 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Mooers Forks – Geneva A. (Miller) Gad-
way, 87; Funeral Services Feb. 25, 2012 at
St. Ann’s Church; burial in St. Ann’s Ceme-
tery.

Mooers Forks – Isabell M. (Superneault)
Peete, 96; Funeral Services Feb. 28, 2012
at St. Ann’s Church; burial in St. Ann’s

Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg – Gloria A. (Monett) Ar-
quette, 73; Funeral Services Feb. 27, 2012
at Notre Dame Church; burial in Pine Hill
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg - Hilda (McGrath) Hollis, Fu-
neral Services March 3 at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, burial in parish cemetery

Plattsburgh – Florence R. (LaBombard)
Avery, 82; Funeral Services March 1, 2012
at Brown Funeral Home; burial in St.
Peter’s Cemetery.

Port Henry – John “Jack” R. Carpenter, 91;
Funeral Services Feb. 28, 2012 at St.
Patrick’s Church; burial in St. Patrick’s
Cemetery.

Saranac Lake – Joe Reilly, 87; Funeral
Services March 3, 2012 at the Fortune-
Keough Funeral Home; burial in Saint
Valentine Cemetery.

Tupper Lake – Loretta (LaMere) Berard,
85; Funeral Services Feb. 29, 2012 at St.
Alphonsus Church.

Watertown – David Gregory Maring, 47;
Funeral Services March 2, 2012 at Cum-
mings Funeral Home Service, Inc.; burial
in Lakeside Cemetery, Sackets Harbor.

Watertown – Mary (Paluzzi) Misercola,
76; Funeral Feb. 29, 2012 at St. Anthony’s
Church; burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

The Society For

The Propagation Of The Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax (315) 394-7401
mbrett@dioogdensburg.org

From Director’s Desk,
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, 
Diocesan Mission Director

We continue to appeal for financial help for the Church in
East Africa to support the network of diocesan directors of
the Pontifical Mission Societies engaged in ongoing pastoral
work, supporting their outreach to those most affected by
this crisis. 
Father Celestino Bundi, National Director of the Pontifical

Mission Societies in Kenya, wrote late last year with gratitude
for the help sent to the Church in East Africa through the gen-
erosity of U.S. Catholics. 
The support sent for local priests, religious and lay cate-

chists serving those in greatest need was a “very humbling,
yet consoling act of charity as ‘one family in mission,’” he
noted. 
Complicating the devastating effects of drought and famine

are ethnic clashes and other fighting in the country, spurred
by inadequate resources of food, water and grass for animals.
As a result of this insecurity, many families living in the area
have abandoned their homes and all schools have been
closed.
“We are still struggling with unreliable food distribution,”

Father Celestino explained. Other challenges include a rise in
related illnesses, including pneumonia and malaria, tensions
within families, and the issue of children dropping out of
school to find food.
What can you do right now?  Prayer.  First and foremost

prayer is the greatest form of expression.  Solidarity that can
be offered to our brothers and sisters in East Africa.  However,
funds are much needed.  
If you think you can help, please send a donation to the

SPOF/Mission office at PO Box 369, Ogdensburg, NY  13669.
Thank you and God Bless.  

Please remember “The Society for the Propagation of the Faith” 
when writing or changing your Will.      

www.dioogdensburg.org/missionoffice

Special funds:
Appeal for 
East Africa
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A couple of weeks ago, my
good friend Msgr. Paul Whitmore
shared this delightful story with
me:
“Last week, one of the

daily Mass crowd at the
Monastery of the Precious
Blood told me that her lit-
tle nephew was playing
one day with a little Men-
nonite girl.  
She asked the girl why

she was Mennonite.  The
girl told her that her par-
ents were Mennonite, and
so she was Mennonite and
her parents take her to
church every week.
When the little girl

asked the little boy, "Why are you
Catholic?",he replied, "I'm
Catholic because we get the
Catholic paper delivered right to
our house every week."
What a precocious little man!
Wouldn’t it be great if every

Catholic family in the Diocese of
Ogdensburg could be recognized
as Catholic by the reading mate-
rial they welcome into their
home?
It would certainly make the

Church’s work of spreading the
Good News so much easier!
Regular readers of the North

Country Catholic recognize that
the most critical aspect of our
mission is to serve as a source of
evangelization. 
Msgr. Whitmore helps us to ac-

complish this every week as do
Sister Mary Eamon, our bishop
and the pope, not to mention all
the priests, religious and lay peo-
ple who have shared their stories
of faith over the past 66 years.
These days we hear a lot about

the importance of offering news
online and so we do that, too. The
NCC is available on a new and im-
proved website and on Facebook. 

But, the importance of
Catholic newspapers – in
print - was affirmed in a
2011 CARA (Center for
Applied Research in the
Apostolate) study com-
missioned by the Catholic
Press Association.
The study emphatically

refutes the notion, de-
scribed by CPA  executive
director, Tim Walter, that
"you can put this newspa-
per online and we can
save a lot of money and it

can be just as effective.” 
The study found that about 26%

of Catholics regularly read a print
copy of their diocesan newspaper
while only four percent visit the
online version.
Walter said one surprising as-

pect of the study was a finding
about "millennials," those born in
1982 and later. "We were more
likely to reach them by pushing a
print product in their home than
by inviting them to come to our
website," he said.
"If you don't put a print product

in the hands of a younger
Catholic adult, you have no way
of reaching them, because you
can't force them to come to your
browser.
People of any age who aren’t ac-

tive in the church are not likely
spend their time online visiting
religious websites.
We must go to them.
Please, help us go to them -

renew your own subscription
and, maybe, buy one for a friend!
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CHURCH: A FAMILY OF FAITH
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Jesus: The New Temple 
and the Living Water

Third Sunday of Lent - March 10-11

By Sister Mary Eamon Lyng, SSJ
Director of Evangelization

For the next three Sundays, the Gospel readings from St. John may be differ-
ent depending upon those parishes that have catechumens and/or candidates
coming into the full communion of the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.  

Whether the reading is about Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan Woman
offering her living water; or about Jesus’ driving out the money changers from
the temple, St. John wants his readers to encounter God’s presence.  

The readings draw us into Jesus’ coming glorification through His passion,
death, and resurrection.

Jesus had already manifested many signs of His messianic mission that
pointed to His authority for behaving in the manner He did.  Jesus begins to
draw His audience into the promise of His own resurrection when He chal-
lenged “the Jews”, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”  The
leaders and His “own people” did not understand what Jesus meant for they
had a different vision about the Temple and the Messiah.  They were hoping
and looking for a big, cosmic event that would compel everybody to believe in
Jesus whether they wanted to or not.  Jesus didn’t conform to their expecta-
tions, nor did their view involve freedom of choice.

It was St. Paul who proclaimed without any apology that the demand for
demonstrations of cosmic power and for profound human wisdom is unbeliev-
ers’ talk.  For Paul, the power of the cross of Christ crucified was the message for
believers.  He knew full well that this would shock the Jews and scandalize the
Greek world of his time. 

It is God who confounds human wisdom with the gift of His Son Jesus Christ.
God accomplished by “foolishness” what the greatest human wisdom could not
achieve.  God’s wisdom and saving action are revealed in Jesus Christ, crucified
and risen.  Those “who are called,” that is, those who hear and heed the divine
invitation see in Christ “the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  For in Christ
Jesus is salvation and new life.

This is what St. John wanted to point out to his community, that Jesus was
the replacement of the temple worship. The action of Jesus driving out the
sheep, oxen, doves and money changers may have been a sign to “The Jews”
the Temple worship as they knew it was coming to an end.  Jesus passes judg-
ment on the Jewish sacrificial system and the religious Jewish leaders recog-
nized this action as an action of one who was a prophet and claimed to be
Messiah as found in Ps. 69: 10 and in Zechariah 14:21. God’s wisdom is not fool-
ishness!

The center of God’s presence among His people is no longer a place; it is in
the person of Jesus.  The new sanctuary is the risen body of Jesus.  In this new
temple dwells the fullness of the Spirit.  He is the living water that leads to eter-
nal life.  It is the Spirit of Jesus that comes to those who believe and dwells with
them so that they too can become temples of God.  This is God’s wisdom!

How are you a sign of God’s presence within your family, parish, in the work-
place?  What signs point you to the person and presence of Jesus in your life?
As a family, spend some time at the beginning of your meal together to share
what you most cherish about God or your faith. 

Share how God was active your life.  Invite someone this week to come to a
parish gathering, or to a faith-sharing experience, or to a Bible study.

Mary Lou
Kilian

From a babe’s mouth!
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RUMMAGE SALE
Lake Placid – St. Agnes School will be
having a Rummage Sale.
Date: March 10
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place School Gym
Features: Donations can be dropped off

at school during school hours.  You can
also rent your own table for $20.00 and
sell your own items and keep the profit.
Please call Kathleen Murphy at 518-523-
3771 for more info or to rent a table.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER
Lake Placid –A  St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
to benefit St. Agnes School is set.
Date: March 13
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7 
Place: Comfort Inn Conference Center
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; Children 12

and under, $6
Features: Corned beef and cabbage or
baked ziti.   For more information call
Kathleen Murphy at 518-523-377

HC MYSTERY PLAYERS
Saranac Lake – St. Bernard’s Parish is
sponsoring a presentation of the IHC
Mystery Players.
Date: March 15
Time: 8 pm.
Place: St. Bernard’s Church
Features: The IHC Mystery Players pres-

ent the Stations of the Cross  through the
use of special lighting, music, pantomime
and reflective narrations.  

“CATHOLICISM”
The Parishes of the Mountains and
Lakes are presenting the Father Robert
Barron’s “Catholicism” series on Tuesdays
evenings at St. Bernard’s Chapel at 7
p.m. and Thursday mornings at St. John
the Wilderness Church hall at 9:30 a.m.
They will continue throughout Lent.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Peru - St. Augustine¹s Knights of Colum-
bus Council 7273 will host a spaghetti
dinner.
Date: March 17
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30
Place:  St. Augustine¹s Parish Center
Cost:  $7.50 per person, $3.50 for chil-

dren 6 to 12, free for children 5 and
under.  Take-outs are available

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
West Chazy - St. Joseph’s Men’s Club
presents their Annual All-You-Can-Eat
Pancake Breakfast.

Date: March 11
Time:8 a.m. to Noon
Place: Parish Center. 
Cost:$6; Children 5 and under, free. 

HEALING MASS
Ellenburg – Our Lady of the Adirondacks
House of Prayer will hold Healing Mass.
Date: March 17
Time: 10 a.m.
Features: Father Doug Decker will pre-

side at Mass followed by Anointing and
individual prayer.  Light lunch to follow.
Contact: RSVP: by March 15,  olaprayer-

house@gmail.com or 518-594-3253

CHICKEN & BISCUITS
Mooers Forks – St. Joseph’s Fundraising
Committee will be sponsoring an All You
Can Eat Chicken & Biscuit dinner.
Date: March 17
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Ann’s Church Hall; Take-outs

are available by calling 236-6118. 
Cost: Adults, $8; Children 6-12, $5;

under 5, Free

TAIZE PRAYER
Plattsburgh – St. Peter’s Parish will
gather to spend time in silence, song,
and meditative prayer at the foot of the
cross.
Date: March 21
Time: 7 p.m.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Treadwell Mills – RCC St. Alexander & St.
Joseph’s will hold a Pancake Breakfast 
Date: March 25
Time: 12:30 p.m.

Place: St. Joseph’s Church Hall
Cost: Adults, $6; Children 6-12, $3;

under 5, Free

SETON OPEN HOUSE
Plattsburgh – Seton Catholic is holding
an Open House.
Date: March 14
Time: 5 p.m. to 7
Features: Accepting registrations for

grades 7-12.  Catholic faith woven into
entire program.  Middle States accred-
ited program; Extracurricular Activities.
Contact: 518-561-4031 or visit the

website at www.setoncatholic.net

LENTEN ADORATION
Plattsburgh – St. Peter’s Church will offer
weekday adoration during Lent  after
the 7 a.m.  daily Mass ending  with
Benediction at 7 p.m. on Wednesday of
Holy Week  . 
Schedule:  Mondays only  – After 7

a.m.  Mass until 9  p.m.;   Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays, after 7 
a.m.  Mass until 7 p.m.
Contact: call the rectory at 563-1692 or

contact Ceil Johnson 566-0527 or email
kjeleshouse@verizon.net

LENTEN REFLECTION SERIES
Ellenburg – Our Lady of the Adirondacks
House of prayer will have Lenten Reflec-
tion Series the Fridays of Lent.
Date: Feb. 24-March 30
Time: 1 p.m. to 3
Features: Meditating on the Sunday 

Bible readings, Adoration, Rosary.
RSVP: By Feb. 21 to olaprayerhouse@

gmail.com or 518-594-3253

CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE 
Peru –CDA Court St. Monica will hold a
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner.
Date: March 10
Time: 4 p.m. to 6:30
Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
Cost: $8; Children ages 12 and under, $4
Contact: Helen Bisallion at 643-2638 or

Christa Reyell at 566-6404

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Plattsburgh – Eucharistic Adoration is 
held throughout the year every Wednes 
day, Thursday, and Friday.
Place: St. John’s  Adoration Chapel, 
Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Contact: call 518-561-5083 or email us

at Sjohnsadoration@aol.com

ST.  PATRICK’S DAY DINNER
Elizabethtown - St. Elizabeth’s Church,
will hold a St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, fea-
turing corned beef and cabbage  or ham
Date: March 11
Time:  2 p.m. to 6
Place: parish hall
Cost:  Adults: $9. Children under 12: $5.

Take-outs be available after 1:30 p.m

ADULT FAITH SHARING GROUP
Port Henry – The Adult Faith Sharing
Group will be viewing Fr. Robert Barron’s
video series “Conversation”.
Dates: ; March 8 & 22
Time: 7 p.m. to 8:30

MYSTERY/DINNER THEATER
Brushton – St. Mary’s Church is to pres-
ent “The Hilarious Hillbilly Massacre”, an 
interactive murder mystery/dinner the-
ater preformed by The North Franklin
Theater Group.
Date:March 24
Time: 6 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Cost: $25 per person
Contact: Eileen Miller at 518-529-7713

(leave message) to make reservations by
March 14 

TESTIMONY AND HEALING SERVICE
Brushton – An evening with Richard
Bingold  has been planned
Date: March 19
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Church
Features: Those seeking physical or spir-

itual healing will be prayed over with
the ‘Miraculous Pilgrim Rosary’ ad ‘Relic
of the True Cross’.
Contact: St. Mary’s at 518-529-7433

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown – St. Anthony’s Altar Rosary
Church will be having Spaghetti Supper.
Date: March 29
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7
Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost:  $8; children $4.50; under 3, free;

sauce, $5 per quart meatballs are $.75
Features: Take-out orders begin at 4

p.m. Please bring your own containers

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills – The Indian River Knights of
Columbus will be having a Spaghetti
and Meatball dinner.
Date: March 10
Time: 4 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center

DOLLAR DINNER
Watertown – The Watertown Council of
Knights of Columbus will be preparing a
Dollar Dinner.
Date: March 14
Time: 5 p.m. to 6 
Place: IHC Intermediate School

LIFERIGHT MEETING
Watertown   - Liferight of Watertown will
hold its monthly meetings on the third
Wednesday of the Month.
Time: 4 p.m.     
Place: 312 Sherman St.
Features: Liferight is a pro-life educa-

tional   organization.   The  office has
videos, books and educational materials
which may be borrowed. Topics
covered: infanticide, assisted suicide, eu-
thanasia and chastity.
Contact: Phone 315-788-8480; website:

www.liferight.org.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
Lowville – Franciscan Mystery Play will
be presenting a dramatic presentation of
the passion and death of Jesus.
Date: March 9
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: St. Peter’s Church

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER
Harrisville – The annual Irish Dinner by
the Fraser/Miller families to be held.
Date: March 10
Time: 4 p.m. to 6
Place: St. Francis Solanus Church
Cost: Adults, $8; Children under 12, $5;

under 5, free
Features: Music provided by the Fraser

Family, take-outs will be available.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

The North County Catholicwelcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCCoffice by the Thursday before publication.
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Bishop LaValley’s homily for 
the 2012 Rite of Election, held
March 4 at St. Mary’s Cathedral

Who is Jesus?  
Scholars have debated the

answer to that question ever
since He walked this earth. 

One writer recently told
about a convention
in Rome, where
scholars had a
heated debate on
Jesus’ nationality.
One by one, they of-
fered proofs for
their various opin-
ions. Some pre-
sented strong
evidence that Jesus
was Italian: He
talked with His
hands, He had wine
with meals, and He
used olive oil. 

Still others insisted He
was Californian:  He never
cut His hair, he walked
around barefoot, and He
started a new religion. 

Some scholars presented
equally good arguments
that Jesus was Irish:  He
loved a parade, He was al-
ways telling stories, and He
loved green pastures. 

One of the ladies present
gave compelling evidence
that Jesus was a woman: He
had to feed a crowd at a mo-
ment’s notice when there
was no food, He kept trying
to get the message across to
a bunch of men who just
didn’t’ get it, and even when
He was dead, He had to get
up because there was more
work to do.

But who is Jesus, really?  
At the top of Mt. Tabor,

the voice from the cloud in-
sisted:  “This is my beloved
Son.  Listen to Him.” 

It is precisely your en-
counter with Jesus Christ,
your desire to know the Son
of God and to listen to His
will for you that has led you
here today in this beautiful
Cathedral Church to be
numbered among the elect.
Each and every one of you,

coming from a different
walk of life and different
part of the North Country,
seeks full communion in the
Church.  God has elected
you to come forward and
you have so generously re-
sponded to that invitation.

However, if, after listening
to our readings today, some-
one were to ask us whether

we were troubled by
what we had just
heard, chances are
that most of us
would answer, “Yes.”
We might ask, “What
am I getting myself
into here?”  I mean,
isn’t it disturbing to
think about God
telling Abraham to
kill his son, Isaac?
Isn’t it upsetting to
think that God
would “hand over”
Jesus to suffer and

die, as St. Paul tells us?  And
while Mark’s Gospel today
gives us a view of the spec-
tacular in the Transfigura-
tion of Jesus, we know what
lies ahead for Him: the Pas-
sion.  

As we look from Abraham
and Isaac to a transfigured
Jesus who is handed over to
suffer and die, we are left
wondering, “Where is a lov-
ing God in all of this?”

But, as people of faith, we
know that resurrection - and
not suffering and death - is
God’s final word.  

And so we dare to come
closer to today’s Scripture
and see from a slightly dif-
ferent perspective both
Abraham’s relationship with
God and Jesus’ relationship
with the Father.  

We can then see how our
own relationships with God
might be hidden in the les-
sons we just heard.  Maybe
we’ll still be troubled.  But
feelings of unsettledness
often are the beginnings of
repentance and conversion. 

What better time than
now, this Second Sunday of
Lent, to walk with Abraham
and Jesus and see where
God might be leading us.

Let’s begin with Abraham,
our “ancestor in faith.”  

The key to understanding
today’s story is remember-
ing that God and Abraham
had been in relationship for
a long time before Abraham
hears the call to kill his son. 

We know that Abraham
was a childless old man
who, upon hearing God’s
call, sets out to an un-
known, distant place. 

Faith, then always entails
some letting go, some step-
ping outside our comfort
zones and into the un-
known, trusting that a lov-
ing God walks with us.
That’s the test of genuine
faith - letting go and enter-
ing into the unknown - the
mystery of faith.

But the unknown Prom-
ised Land is just part of
God’s covenant with Abra-
ham.  God also promises
Abraham countless descen-
dants.  And that is where
Isaac comes in.  

Think about the seeming
absurdity:  First God tells
Abraham, “It is through
Isaac that descendants shall
bear your name,” and then
later God says, “Take your
son Isaac and offer him up
as a holocaust.”

We want to hear Abraham
talk back to God, saying,
“Wait a minute!  This doesn’t
make any sense.  You told
me through Isaac I would
have many descendants,
and now you want me to kill
him?”  

Remember though, that
by this time Abraham had
some experience with let-
ting go, with trusting that
God would see things
through.  

And God did what Abra-
ham had hoped.

As spouses and parents,
we understand Abraham’s
agony.  

But this story reminds us
that the greatest measure of
our love for those entrusted
to us is our willingness to
“let go” of them, to let them
be who God wants them to
be - and not who we want

them to be.
Letting go of others so as

to allow God’s will to be ac-
complished through them
brings us to our Gospel.

It is precisely your 
encounter with Jesus Christ,

your desire to know the 
Son of God and to listen to His
will for you that has led you
here today in this beautiful

Cathedral Church to be
numbered among the elect

We should look to what
precedes the Transfigura-
tion in order to better un-
derstand it.

Mark’s Gospel reaches a
turning point just before the
Transfiguration.  Peter, for
the first time, in response to
Jesus question about Who
He is, calls Jesus “Messiah.”
But Peter no more than gets
the words out of his mouth
before Jesus predicts for the
first time His passion. 

So, let’s take the place of
Peter in the Gospel.  He had
just heard the bad news that
comes along with the Good
News:  Things will get worse
before they get better.  Suf-
fering and death come be-
fore resurrection.  

This loving Father God
speaks to all of us today on
the mountain of the Trans-
figuration, “This is my
beloved Son.  Listen to him.”

And so we listen to Jesus
who is the Word of God and
think about what or whom it

is we need to let go of this
Lent in order to more
closely walk with God. 

We listen to Jesus in the
Eucharist, where we are
asked to let go of all that we
are in order to become all
that God wants us to be.

As we journey from here
to whatever the Lord has in
store for us, let us be mind-
ful that we do not walk
alone. 

We walk with Abraham
and Isaac. We walk with a
transfigured Jesus who will
suffer and die.  We walk
with a loving God for whom
resurrection, and not suffer-
ing and death, is the final
word. 

As Church, we walk with
each other and follow Him
who is the Way, the Truth
and the Life.

This is truly a blessed day
for the entire Church of Og-
densburg.  Lent has begun
with much promise for us.
With the continued guid-
ance of your parish’s RCIA
team and staff, please make
these days of prayer a privi-
leged time of personal en-
counter with Jesus Christ.

Thank you for coming to
our Cathedral Church this
afternoon to be counted
among the elect.  Your pres-
ence here brings such joy to
all of us.  

I pray that as you con-
tinue your pilgrimage of
faith, you might know Jesus
more deeply, love Him more
dearly, so as to serve Him
more faithfully. 

May God be praised… for-
ever may God be praised!

FOLLOW ME

Who is Jesus?

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley
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By Kristina Dean
Staff writer

EVANS MILLS - Women of the
diocese have an exciting op-
portunity available to them
through a scripture-based
women’s ministry called
"Women of Grace: Women
and the Abundant Life." 
This program, created by

Johnnette Benkovic, pro-
ducer and host of The Abun-
dant Life television program
seen on EWTN, is unique in
its mission and message,
said Mary Dillenback, who
was recently appointed as
Regional Coordinator and Fa-
cilitator of Women of Grace.
“There are so many aspects

of the program, that it can be
difficult to describe,” she
said. “It isn’t simply a Bible
study course, although part
of the program includes
reading and work in a text-
book. Many of the questions
are personal and designed to
inspire personal and spiri-
tual growth through self-
knowledge as well as
knowledge of the Catholic
faith. 
“It is meant to answer the

question of what the
women’s role is in the
Catholic Church as well as in
our families, our workplace
and ultimately the world,”
Mrs. Dillenback said.
"We are Mary’s prayer war-

riors, a sacred sisterhood,’
she said. “The prayer piece
brings it to something differ-
ent; it’s not just women get-
ting together to talk. We grow
close spiritually because we
help each other grow in self
knowledge and knowledge of
our beautiful Catholic faith,"
she said. 

Foundations
Mrs. Dillenback explained

that Women of Grace is based
on several foundational ele-
ments including modeling
lives after Mary, receptivity,
trust and surrender.
In the first chapter of the

course textbook, Mrs.
Benkovic describes the call
to women from God to bring
salvation to the world. She
ties this in with a message
from the Council Fathers
from the Second Vatican
Council who indicate the im-
portance of women during
this time and age.
They say women "can do

so much to aid humanity in
not falling." Mrs. Dillenback
said the Women of Grace
Study Series "gives us the
how and the why."
According to Mrs. Dillen-

back, one of the foundational
elements of Women of Grace
is that it is based on the
Blessed Mother’s fiat, or yes
to God. In agreeing to do
God’s will, Mary brought sal-
vation to mankind. She
brought grace into the world
through her son, effectively
saving the world. And
women in the ministry are
encouraged to model them-
selves after Mary.
“In essence, we have the

choice to say ‘yes’ or ‘no,’ like
Mary,” Mrs. Dillenback said.
“If we agree to do God’s will,
we become vessels of God, or
conduits of grace, carrying
God into the world, as Mary
did with Jesus” 
She explained that this ap-

plies to all women, both
mothers and those who
haven’t physically born chil-
dren. All women have a re-
sponsibility to be spiritual
mothers, she said.
"As Catholic women, we

have to decide what is our
role, as a mom, a daughter, a
wife,” she said. “What is my
calling, my vocation?
“Through prayer and dis-

cernment, we need to figure
out what it is that God wants
us and needs us to be, not
what society wants us to be,”
she aid. “When we figure this
out, we are doing God’s will
and then we are saying ‘yes’
as Mary said ‘yes.’" 
By attending meetings, lis-

tening and participating in
the discussions and doing
the work in the book, mem-

bers begin to understand
who they are meant to be,
she said.

‘I see Mary’
“As a facilitator, sitting

around the table at the be-
ginning at the first few meet-
ings, what I see are people
sitting stiffly, shoulders are
tight,” she said. “Their whole
physical being is tight. Their
eyes are scared, they are ap-
prehensive, their whole man-
ner is tense. 
“So many don’t have a lov-

ing, merciful knowledge of
the church, but they are
there because they know
they should be,” Mrs. Dillen-
back said. “Even though they
might not know it, each one
of them have been called by
God and gently guided by
Mary to make a commitment
to learn about who they re-
ally are. 
“Gradually, the women

begin to relax,” she said. “The
Holy Spirit begins working
with Mary’s intercession. The
graces abundantly flow and
the women are more recep-
tive to what is being show-

ered upon us. It soaks into
them. Shoulders go down,
they begin to ask questions.
Their eyes sparkle and they
smile." 
Mrs. Dillenback said that

she can see Mary in the
women.
"I see Mary’s daughters. I

see her gentleness, softness
and willingness to do what
He tells her. It’s hard for
women to get there.....They
just open up and discover
who they are. They are won-
derful people. Through
Women of Grace, they begin
to be the daughters of the
Most High God."

Four local groups
Currently, Mrs. Dillenback,

and her co facilitator Meg
Ringer, facilitate four groups,
located on Fort Drum, Evans
Mills, Clayton and Water-
town. Several new groups are
beginning which will be led
by members who have gone
through the program. 
Not only does attending

Women of Grace improve
spiritual life, but it has other
effects as well. It makes them
into more joyful, happy and
fulfilled women, said Mrs.
Dillenback.
Evans Mills Woman of

Grace member, Rita Gerrish,
said the program has helped
her to discover where she is
in her journey of faith, as
well as what she needs to do
to strengthen her relation-
ship with God.
"I am becoming more

aware of how blessed I am,
find myself praying with
more purpose, more at peace
with myself and I feel that no
matter how distracted or sin-
ful I am, God’s love remains
and envelopes me,” Mrs. Ger-
rish said. “I feel that I can be
a better wife, mother, daugh-
ter, sister and friend. 
“I am learning to be more

comfortable in my faith and
how I might be able to better
share with others God’s love
for all of us," she said.
Rose Perkins, another

Evans Mills member de-
scribes her experience.
"I have learned that women

are educators of the human
race. So we all have a respon-
sibility to be the conduits of
Jesus to our family and our
communities,” she said.
“Then Jesus can be planted in
all hearts and like Mary all
souls can ‘proclaim the great-
ness of the Lord.’
“WOG has helped me to

opened my heart and soul to
the will of God,” Mrs. Perkins
said.“WOG has saved my
life.”
Discussions center around

the work in the book, but
often reflect the needs of the
group. Different chapters of
the textbook focus on prayer,
the Eucharist, wisdom, trust
and obedience. The last
chapter of the text is titled
"Carrying Out the Mission:
Embracing the Abundant
Life."

Creator of the women’s ministry
Women of Grace Johnnette
Benkovicwill be featured as a
speaker at a retreat at Wadhams Hall
April 20-22. This retreat is open to all
women and will feature four hour-
long talks by Mrs. Benkovic as well
as daily Mass, Eucharistic Adoration
and time for quiet prayer. 
The theme of the retreat is "Do

Whatever He Tells You" - a reference
to the last words Mary speaks in the
Bible. 
Due to limited space, reservations

are confirmed on a first received
basis. Rates range between $150 to
$245 and depend on room type. 
The registration rate will increase

$25 after March 28. The deadline for
registration is April 4. Meals are in-
cluded.
Registration forms are available

at local parishes or by contacting Re-
gional Coordinator and Facilitator
Mary Dillenback by email at mary-
dillenback@twcny.rr.com or by
phone (315) 771-1377

Women of Grace retreat

Women of Grace

Mary Dillenback

Exploring the role of women in the church, families, workplace and the world

By Joseph McAleer
Catholic News Service 

"Unless someone like you
cares an awful lot, nothing
is going to get better." 
That's the urgent moral of

a beloved children's book
now translated into a 3-D
animated feature as "Dr.
Seuss' The Lorax" (Univer-
sal).This action-packed,
candy-colored film for the
entire family retains the
charm of the original 1971
fable by Theodore Geisel
while enhancing its central
message: To wit, it's not
nice to fool with Mother Na-
ture. 
Or, in this case, Father Na-

ture, in the guise of the title
character (voice of Danny
DeVito). The legendary
"guardian of the forest," the
Lorax is a grotesque furry
creature with a broad mus-

tache. Chop down a tree or
otherwise despoil the envi-
ronment and you'll provoke
a tongue-lashing from the
Lorax - and a warning of
dire consequences to come. 
Since a spare, 61-page

children's book does not a
94-minute film make, direc-
tor Chris Renaud ("Despica-
ble Me") and screenwriters
Cinco Paul and Ken Daurio
have considerably expanded
Geisel's story, building their
tale around a teen romance. 
Our hip protagonist, Ted

(voiced by Zac Efron, and
named for Geisel), yearns
for Audrey (voice of Taylor
Swift, and named for Mrs.
Geisel). Audrey, in turn,
pines, so to speak, for just
one thing - the sight of a
real live tree. 
You see, there are no trees

in Thneedville, a town
where every bit of the envi-
ronment is artificial. Lord-

ing it over the locals is vil-
lainous Aloysius O'Hare
(voice of Rob Riggle), who
makes his fortune bottling
fresh air and selling it to the
public. 
According to Ted's dotty

Grammy Norma (voice of
Betty White), who remem-
bers the good ol' days, the
environmental disaster was
man-made. Go and find the
recluse called the Once-ler
(voice of Ed Helms), she
tells Ted; he knows what
happened to all the trees. 
Indeed he does. As a

young, ambitious entrepre-
neur, the Once-ler defied the
Lorax's warnings and har-
vested the truffula trees to
make a miracle fabric called
thneed. 
Consumed with greed, the

Once-ler ravaged the valley,
displacing the animals.
Eventually, the shame-filled,
Grinch-like creature de-

scended into madness. 
"Dr. Seuss' The Lorax" of-

fers a positive message
about caring for God's cre-
ation while also respecting
the needs of others. Its first-
rate animation and catchy
songs will make it an enjoy-
able outing for viewers of
any age. 

The film contains some
cartoonish action. The
Catholic News Service clas-
sification is A-I -- general pa-
tronage. The Motion Picture
Association of America rat-
ing is PG -- parental guid-
ance suggested. Some
material may not be suitable
for children.
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CNS PHOTO/UNIVERSAL
Animated characters Grammy Norma, voiced by Betty White, Audrey, voiced by Taylor
Swift, and Ted, voiced by Zac Feron, are seen in the movie "Dr. Seuss' The Lorax." 

AT THE MOVIES

DR. SEUSS' THE LORAX
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

Our readings for this Sun-
day are heavy with right-
eous anger calling us to
justice. In the first
reading, we have
Moses coming down
the mountain bear-
ing the ten com-
mandments of a
new covenant.  They
had been fused in
fire and smoke on
two stone tablets. 
As you recall,

Moses broke those
tablets in his anger
when he found the
people worshipping
a golden calf!  
Only when he had “cooled

down”, and the people had
repented, did he make two
more tablets, writing down
God’s words from memory.

The first three command-
ments told the people that
there is only one God, and

Him alone should
they worship every
seventh day. 
If they were faith-

ful to God, then the
other seven com-
mandments, com-
manding right
relationships with
their neighbor;
would be easy. 
Just as Moses had

displayed righteous
anger because of the
people’s injustice, so
we witness the right-

eous anger of Jesus toward
their lack of respect for His
Father’s house.  What a
scene he creates, overturn-
ing tables, driving people

and animals helter-skelter in
all directions!  Once he has
“cleaned house’, He himself
takes possession of the tem-
ple, and begins to teach the
people.  
Of course, the Pharisees

object at once, demanding a
sign that he has authority to
do these things. 
What a sign he gave!  
“Destroy this temple

(meaning His Body), and I
will rebuild it in three days”. 
Only when he broke

through the rock of his
tomb on Easter Sunday, did
even his apostles under-
stand what he meant. 
There is a place for “right-

eous anger” in this year’s
Lenten journey. 
The U.S. Bishops are angry

with the attempt of our gov-

ernment to force Catholic
hospitals and charitable or-
ganizations to violate their
consciences by paying for
contraception and medica-
tions leading to abortion for
workers that they must in-
sure.  
The government has no

business forcing Catholics,
or any other religion, to act
against their conscience. 
Do we share their anger

enough to speak and act
with our bishops?  Are we
angry with our legislators
for failing to treat immi-
grants justly in regards to
their human dignity and as-
pirations for education,
health, and security as per-
sons?  Are we angry enough
to protest most loudly?  
Are we angry at the

poverty of so many of our
citizens because of inability
to find work or pay for
transportation to get to
work?  
The readings for this

Third Sunday provide much
to help us shape our prayer,
our fasting, and our alms-
giving this year. 

Lent is a time for
Catholics to bring their faith
into the public square.

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

Third Sunday of Lent
READINGS

Exodus 20:1-17
1 Corinthians 1:22-25

John 2:13-25

March 11

Lent: a time to bring faith to the public square

PURSUING JUSTICE

Sixth in a series
The bishops of the eight

dioceses of New York have
released the New York State
Catholic Conference 2012
Legislative Agenda. Among
the legislative priorities is to
“support emergency food
programs, affordable hous-
ing and increased employ-
ment opportunities for
low-income families and in-
dividuals.”

Background
The current economic sit-

uation finds a growing num-
ber of New Yorkers
experiencing significant fi-
nancial difficulty. 
Our state has a legal,

moral and ethical obligation
to care for the poor and vul-
nerable. 
As Article XVII, Section 1

of the New York State Con-
stitution states, “The aid,
care, and support of the
needy are public concerns
and shall be provided by the
state...” 
The New York State

Budget is an important way
in which government recog-
nizes this responsibility. 
No one can deny that

these are difficult economic
times and the state budget
has to respond to a decrease
in revenues available. 
But it is also equally true

that during these difficult

economic times the demand
for services increase. 
The budget cannot be bal-

anced on the backs of those
least able to make further
sacrifices. 
Supportive services for

low-income families help to
alleviate the severe financial
strain they experience that
undermines family stability
and are necessary to allow
for an existence that re-
spects each individual’s
human dignity.

Supports, such as child-
care, healthcare, transporta-
tion, and education and
training programs, make it
possible for families to
achieve or maintain a level

of self-sufficiency.

Message points
• Access to safe and af-

fordable housing is a basic
human right. Without ade-
quate supportive services,
many individuals and fami-
lies will be unable to main-
tain appropriate housing. 
• Working families need

quality child care and subsi-
dies to make it affordable
and safe for their children.
Adequate childcare funding
in the State Budget is ur-
gently needed. 
• More families are rely-

ing on emergency food pro-
grams to meet their needs.

These programs need to be
expanded.
• Sufficient transportation

is not available in many
parts of the state, making
access to existing jobs diffi-
cult. This problem exists in
both urban and rural areas. 
• In order to escape dead

end jobs, many low income
wage earners require educa-
tion and training programs
to help them develop skills
that are in demand. 
• The increase in the pub-

lic assistance grant that was
originally scheduled to be
10% in July of 2011 is now
proposed to be 5% in July
2012 and 5% in July of
2013. This further delay is
unacceptable; a commit-
ment was made and needs
to be honored. Recipients
went eighteen years without
an increase prior to 2009.
(This message is reprinted

from  www.nyscatholic.org)

NYS Catholics support: protection for the poor
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By Shan Moore
Staff Writer

PLATTSBURGH – Sad sights amid
the poorest of the poor in
Nicaragua didn’t challenge
Joy Leader’s faith.

Forty volunteers home after
44th North Country Mission
of Hope trip to Nicaragua

“It strengthened it,” said
the Gouverneur Central
School sophomore.
The 15-year-old was

among 40-plus volunteers
serving with North Country
Mission of Hope in the Cen-
tral American country earlier
this month.
The Plattsburgh-based hu-

manitarian aid organization
has sent groups of mission-
ers to Nicaragua 44 separate
times now since its inception
in 1998; Leader found out
about it through word of
mouth at Guggenheim Cen-
ter in Saranac Lake.
She knew none of the other

volunteers when they set
out, and that was scary, she
said during a cellphone inter-
view in the midst of the ex-
perience.
“Now, they’re my family,”

she said.
That’s the typical experi-

ence of a new volunteer with
the group. Witnessing hu-
manity in its deepest need,
and working together to mit-
igate pain and suffering

tends, to create a bond of
lasting friendship in record
time, as many Mission of
Hope participants can attest.
For Leader, a parishioner of

St. James Church in Gou-
verneur, she grew close to
the other volunteers as they
build 12-by-12-foot home
shelters to replace tumble-
down shacks for Nicaraguan
families, as they delivered
gifts of rice and beans to
people who often don’t have
three meals a day.
At Parijito Azul Disability

Center, a struggling facility
that Mission of Hope has as-
sisted for several years now,

Leader and a few others
spent more than an hour and
a half in the nursery with the
babies there, all of whom
have disabilities of some
kind.
“We held them and sang

them songs,” she said. “We
got them to smile and laugh
– it was incredible.”
The people of Nicaragua,

however poor, Leader discov-
ered, tend to have a special
resilience and acceptance.
Often, it is faith that gives
them that strength.
“Whether surrounded by or

consumed by poverty, they
see the beauty in life,” she
said.
That’s something Sara

LoTemplio, 17, of St. Alexan-
der’s Parish in Morrisonville,
learned last year, on her first
trip with Mission of Hope.
“The dignity of the people

here and the joy, given the
circumstances, is amazing,”
she said from Nicaragua.
That reminds her, she said,

that it’s important “to slow
down, to appreciate the little
things, take it moment by
moment.”

Progress seen
Return missions show

progress: a young man with
a decent job that he could
only get because a Mission of
Hope sponsor had put him

through school, better condi-
tions at the Disability Center
and orphanages, more and
more sturdy home shelters
built with donated funds.
Corinne White, 15, and her

dad, Paul, raised the money
to build one of those tiny
homes with a 50-50 raffle
back home in Elizabethtown.
She helped some with the

construction, she said, but
the family it would belong to
didn’t encourage that.
“They wanted to do it

themselves,” she said.
That’s the mission’s mis-

sion – to foster self-suffiency,
Sister Debbie says.
There’s a long road ahead.
This trip, Mission of Hope

expanded its good works to
Chinandega Hospital near
the Honduran border, where
facilities are so poor that
often women in labor share
the same bed.
“It’s huge – practically a city

block,” said veteran volun-
teer Connie Miller of Platts-
burgh. 
The nun in charge is Sister

Ligia, whom the missionaries
know well from their work at
San Jose Hospital in Diri-
amba and who stopped in to
visit as she traveled through
Chiquilistagua.
“We loaded as much in her

van as we could get in,” Miller
said.
The medical supplies,

which included boxes of sy-

ringes, and other needed
items such as clothing and
household goods, were do-
nated by benefactors in the
North Country.
More would be delivered

by truck to the hospital in
the near future, Miller said.
Sunday, Feb. 26, with just

one more full day in
Nicaragua, Corinne White
joined other volunteers at
Mass then helped hand out
gifts sent by sponsors to
their schoolchildren. Then
she threw herself into one
last time playing with the
youngsters who’d stolen her
heart.
Her faith, too, was

strengthened by the experi-
ence.
“When you go (to hand out)

rice and beans, when you
play with the kids,” she said,
trying to find the words, “you
just kind of know …” 

Mission: offers hope and strengthens faith

North Country Mission of Hope is
funded by grants and by donations.
A total 97 percent goes directly to-
ward mission projects. To learn how
to contribute, go to www.ncmis-
sionofhope.org, email info@ncmis-
sionofhope.org or call (518)
561-2599.  Checks can be mailed to
the organization at P.O. Box 2522,
Plattsburgh, NY 12901. 

HOW TO HELP

Dominican Sister of Hope Sister Debbie Blow, North Country Mission of Hope executive
director, right, speaks with Sister Ligia, left, at Chinandega Hospital near the Honduran
border with Nicaragua while another nurse and Mission of Hope translator Fabricio
look on. 

Sarah Rowen, left, waits for Allen Pellerin’s instructions to add the oil as he drills a base
for the cistern at Angels of Hope Orphanage in El Crucero, Nicaragua. Corinne White
holds the base.

Sister Claire Coll, Diane Crosier and Sandy Davidson prepare the toy supplies for North
Country Mission of Hope’s daily afternoon playtime with the neighborhood children in
Chiquilistagua.
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March 7 –  11 a.m., Council of
Priests Meeting at St. Patrick’s
Church in Colton;   6 p.m., Lenten
Soup Supper and Mass at St. Alexan-
der’s in Morrisonville.

March 8 –  10 a.m., Diocesan De-
partment Heads Meeting at Wad-
hams Hall in Ogdensburg.

March 9 –    9 a.m., Mass and Visit to
St. Marguerite D’Youville Academy
in Ogdensburg;   12:00 p.m.,
Bishop’s Fund Priests Advisory Com-
mittee Meeting at the Bishop’s Resi-
dence in Ogdensburg.

March 11 – 11 a.m., Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Ogdensburg.

March 12-23 –  Pilgrimage to Italy.

Bishop LaValley’ schedule

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults. Pre-regis-
tration online is required in order to
participate.  
Participants may pre-register at
www.virtus.org by selecting the reg-
istration button and following the
directions.  
All employees and volunteers who
participate in church sponsored ac-
tivities with minor are required to
participate in this training.  
Further information is available
from Atonement Sister Ellen Don-
ahue, 315-393-2920, ext. 440. 
Upcoming programs:
April  21 - 9 a.m., St. Augustine’s
School, Peru

Protecting God’s Children

This week marks the anniversary
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served in
the Diocese of Ogdensburg

March 7 – Rev. Alexander K. Klauder,
1934; Rev. Cornelius O’Mahoney,
M.S.C., 1940
March 8 – Rev. William B. Nyhan,
1914; Rev. William J. Reilly, O.S.A.,
1925
March 10 – Rev. Hector Mauriot,
O.M.I., 1895
March 11 – Msgr. Edmund Charles M.
J. DePauw, 1911
March 12 – Rev. Joseph L. Stick-
elmyer, 1984
March 13 – Rev. James Keveny, 1880;
Rev. Ferdinand J. Ouelette, 1929; Rev.
Joseph A. Bachand, 1950

Rest in Peace

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact the Episcopal Vicar for
Religious Rev, James Seymour at
315-393-2920 or the 

Victims Assistance Coordinator, Terri-
anne Yanulavich,Adult & Youth Coun-
seling Services of Northern New
York, PO Box 2446,  Plattsburgh, NY,
12901;  e-mail:  aycsnn@yahoo.com;
Phone:  518-569-0612;    Fax:  518-
425-0401

To Report Abuse
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OUR READERS WRITE
NOT a ‘good Catholic  solution’
Regarding the Feb. 15 letter “A time

for Socialism?” in a sense, the writer is
correct—we already have Socialism lite
in the U.S. and  50% of the public is
clamoring for more.  
A close examination of government

policies, especially those of the Obama
Administration and Democrats show the
advance to government takeover of our
lives because more and more people
seem to want the government to take
over paying our  bills for everything. 
What is the price? There are many

costs to this change in our lives, but the
one I want to address here is the loss of
religious liberty and ultimately, the prac-
tice of our Catholic faith (or any faith for
that matter).   Yet, the writer is willing to
do that because he only sees “a minor
Catholic problem with socialized health
insurance requirements.” In total,  there
is no “advantage” of Socialism for
Catholics.   All we have to do is look at
history and World War II.  Hitler and
Stalin both tried to kill, at least minim-
ilize,  religion and God and make the
State the replacement.  That seems to be
part of the problem—either we don’t

know history or we have forgotten it to
our peril.  The writer seems to believe
that Socialism will  “… place the needs
of the masses above the excesses of the
elite…”  I don’t think so!  Take a better
look and you will find that it is the needs
of the elite, the Socialistic, government
elite,  that are taken care of while the
masses become slaves and scrape to stay
alive. 
Catholic doctrine is to help the poor,

etc.  This is our  Corporal works of mercy
and that is what we each, as individuals,
must do and the Church does through
our support of Catholic agencies, such as
Catholic Charities, etc.  Sadly, the writer
has been deceived into thinking that the
government must completely do what
we are called to do.  That is not “…a
good Catholic solution.”

BONNIE P. FRANZ
OGDENSBURG

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
to the Thomas More Law

Center, under the banner,
Women Speak for Them-
selves (http://womenspeak-
forthemselves.com). 
"No one speaks for all

women on these issues," the
letter says. "Those who pur-
port to do so are simply at-
tempting to deflect attention
from the serious religious
liberty issues currently at
stake. 
The Senate voted 51-48

March 1 to table the Respect
for Rights of Conscience Act,
also called the Blunt amend-
ment for its chief sponsor,
Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo. 
The Blunt Amendment

would have allowed church-
affiliated organizations, in-
cluding Catholic charities,
hospitals, schools and uni-
versities, to opt out of man-
dated contraception
coverage and would have ex-
tended exemptions to any

nonreligious employer with a
moral objection to such cov-
erage. 
Under the amendment, any

employer also would have
been allowed to refuse to
cover any other preventive
health care procedures re-
quired under the rule if they
held a moral or religious ob-
jection. 
Bishop Lori said in a state-

ment after the vote that the
bishops will continue their
strong defense of conscience
rights for all people. 
"The need to defend citi-

zens' rights of conscience is
the most critical issue before
our country right now,"
Bishop Lori said. "We will
continue our defense of con-
science rights through all
available legal means. 
“Religious freedom is at the

heart of democracy and
rooted in the dignity of every
human person," Bishop Lori
said

HHS mandate

CNS PHOTO/NANCY PHELAN WIECHEC
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, president of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
said March 1 that there is more "confu-
sion than clarity" in the revised federal
contraceptive mandate and urged U.S.
bishops to continue their fight against
"mandates that r equire us to violate our
moral convictions."  The archbishop of
New York is pictured during the Novem-
ber 2011 meeting of the U.S. bishops'
conference in Baltimore. 

Send letters to North Country
Catholic, PO Box 326, Ogdensburg,
NY, 13669 or e-mail to
news@northcountrycatholic.org

Letters to the Editor



M A R C H  7  2 0 1 2
N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  C A T H O L I C Special funds report 7M A R C H  7 ,  2 0 1 2

N ORT H  C O U N T R Y  C A T HO L I C14 World/nation

AT A GLANCE

CATHOLIC
WORLD
Special prayer service, Mass mark cardinal's New York homecoming 
NEW YORK (CNS) -- On a day devoted to festive public celebrations of his new
leadership role in the Catholic Church, Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan repeatedly
described his elevation to the College of Cardinals as a reflection on the Arch-
diocese of New York and the larger New York community, rather than an honor
reserved to himself alone. Cardinal Dolan, head of the New York Archdiocese
since April 2009, led a mid-morning prayer service and celebrated a later after-
noon Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral Feb. 25, exactly one week after he received
his new title from Pope Benedict XVI at a consistory in Rome. Invited guests
filled the Fifth Avenue landmark for the services. At the mid-morning prayer
service, members of Cardinal Dolan's family shared the front pew with New
York civic leaders Gov. Andrew Cuomo, U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, Mayor
Michael Bloomberg and former Mayors Ed Koch and David Dinkins. Plume-hat-
ted Knights of Columbus lined the main aisle for the processional that included
auxiliary bishops of New York and local ecumenical and interreligious leaders.
Waves of applause erupted from the worshippers as Cardinal Dolan made his
way to the sanctuary accompanied by the full-throated notes of St. Patrick's
Cathedral Choir. In his homily at the prayer service, Cardinal Dolan said his ele-
vation is a tribute to the Catholic community of the Archdiocese of New York, an
affirmation by the "pastor of the church universal" and a reflection of the wider
fellowship that exists within the church and among other religious groups in
New York. He said the morning event showcased New York at its best, because it
drew people from many ethnic, religious and cultural backgrounds "to share a
moment of joy with a man who arrived three years ago as a rookie, not aware
of the difference between corned beef and pastrami." 

Preparing for synod, bishops look at role of family in evangelization 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Making final preparations for the world Synod of Bish-
ops on new evangelization, a committee of cardinals and bishops discussed
how difficult it is today to transmit the faith to others. "There was talk about
the 'current fruitlessness of evangelization,' including because of the presence
of certain influences from modern culture that make the transmission of the
faith particularly difficult," said a Vatican press release issued Feb. 27. The ordi-
nary council of the general secretariat of the Synod of Bishops met at the Vati-
can Feb. 16 to discuss a draft of the working document for the synod, which will
be held at the Vatican Oct. 7-28. The theme of the gathering will be: "The New
Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith." In a discussion
about challenges to faith and to handing on the faith, the council members fo-
cused particularly on the role of the family, the statement said. Within the fam-
ily, it said, young people "learn both the content and the practice of the
Christian faith. The irreplaceable work of the family is continued in the catech-
esis offered by church institutions and, especially, through the liturgy with the
sacraments and the homily." 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - Cardinal Tim-
othy M. Dolan of New York,
president of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops,
said there is more "confusion
than clarity" in the revised
federal contraceptive man-
date. 
In a March 1 blog entry on

the New York archdiocesan
website, the cardinal said the
U.S. bishops will "keep up ad-
vocacy and education on the
issue" and "continue to seek
a rescinding of the suffocat-
ing mandates that require us
to violate our moral convic-
tions." 
San Francisco Archbishop

George H. Niederauer in a
Feb. 27 column in the San
Francisco Chronicle said the
troubling aspect of the re-
vised HHS mandate was "not
about contraception, but
about religious liberty." 
The mandate, announced

Jan. 20 by Health and Human
Services' Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius, requires no-cost
coverage of all contracep-
tives approved by Food and
Drug Administration, includ-
ing some that can cause an
abortion, as well as steriliza-
tions, as part of preventive
health services for women. 
A narrow religious exemp-

tion applies only to those
employed by houses of wor-
ship. 
In a revision announced

Feb. 10, President Barack
Obama said religious em-
ployers could decline to
cover contraceptives if they
were morally opposed to
them, but the health insurers
that provide their health
plans would be required to
offer contraceptives free of
charge to women who re-
quested such coverage. 
U.S. bishops and other reli-

gious leaders continue to
press for rescission of the
HHS contraceptive mandate,
saying it violates religious
liberties. 
Cardinal Dolan, in his blog

posting, said he is putting
more hope in finding a reso-

lution to this issue through
Congress or the courts than
the White House. "We have to
be realistic and prepare for
tough times," he said. 

The U.S. bishops will ‘keep 
up advocacy and education
on the issue’ and ‘continue
to seek a rescinding of the 
suffocating mandates that 
require us to violate our 

moral convictions

He also disputed the opin-
ion expressed in an editorial
in the March 5 edition of
America magazine, which
said the bishops' objection to
the revised mandate is pri-
marily "a difference over pol-
icy" and seemed to "press the
religious liberty campaign
too far." 
Bishop William E. Lori of

Bridgeport, Conn., chairman
of the U.S. bishops' Ad Hoc
Committee on Religious Lib-
erty, also took issue with the
editorial in a March 2 letter to
the editor. In reference to the
editorial's call for civility and
a "conciliatory style," he said:
"Maybe Moses wasn't at his
best when he confronted
Pharaoh. Maybe the Good
Shepherd was a bit off his
game when he confronted
the rulers of his day." 
In his column, Archbishop

Niederauer acknowledged
"the issue of contraception is
extremely important in
American society," but also
pointed out that there are
"frameworks though which
the government's desire to
make contraceptives widely
available and affordable, and
the Catholic Church's desire
not to be involved in supply-
ing contraceptives that con-
flict with Catholic faith, can
both be accomplished." 
In a March 1 congressional

subcommittee hearing, Sebe-
lius said she was confident
an acceptable compromise

could be reached in the
health care law to allow self-
insured religiously affiliated
institutions to provide con-
traception access without vi-
olating their religious beliefs. 
"There are a variety of

arrangements already in
place in the 28 states that
have this law already in place
and we intend to be in-
formed by that when we pro-
pose the rules," Sebelius told
members of the House En-
ergy and Commerce Health
Subcommittee during a hear-
ing about the HHS's 2013
budget proposal. 
"Whether it's through a

third-party administrator or
a side-by-side plan or many
other arrangements, we will
offer a variety of strategies to
make sure that religious lib-
erties are respected," she
said. Sebelius was respond-
ing to a question by Rep.
Fred Upton, R-Mich., who
asked about possible penal-
ties for religious employers
that fail to comply with the
HHS mandate to offer contra-
ceptive drugs that violate
their religious principles. 
Upton said a Catholic hos-

pital in his state would likely
be subject to fines of more
than $1 billion. 
Rep. Joe Pitts, R-Pa., who

chaired the hearing, read a
statement from Catholic
Charities USA emphasizing
that the organization did not
endorse the revised HHS
mandate and shared the
"goal of the U.S. Catholic
bishops to uphold religious
liberty." 
More than 4,500 women

have signed a letter urging
Obama, Sebelius and Con-
gress "to allow religious insti-
tutions and individuals to
continue to witness to their
faiths in all their fullness." 
The open letter from

women was organized by
Helen Alvare, who teaches
law at George Mason Univer-
sity School of Law, and Kim
Daniels, former counsel to  

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

More 'confusion than
clarity' about HHS mandate,
Cardinal Dolan says 
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AT A GLANCE

CATHOLIC
WORLD
Special prayer service, Mass mark cardinal's New York homecoming 
NEW YORK (CNS) -- On a day devoted to festive public celebrations of his new
leadership role in the Catholic Church, Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan repeatedly
described his elevation to the College of Cardinals as a reflection on the Arch-
diocese of New York and the larger New York community, rather than an honor
reserved to himself alone. Cardinal Dolan, head of the New York Archdiocese
since April 2009, led a mid-morning prayer service and celebrated a later after-
noon Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral Feb. 25, exactly one week after he received
his new title from Pope Benedict XVI at a consistory in Rome. Invited guests
filled the Fifth Avenue landmark for the services. At the mid-morning prayer
service, members of Cardinal Dolan's family shared the front pew with New
York civic leaders Gov. Andrew Cuomo, U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, Mayor
Michael Bloomberg and former Mayors Ed Koch and David Dinkins. Plume-hat-
ted Knights of Columbus lined the main aisle for the processional that included
auxiliary bishops of New York and local ecumenical and interreligious leaders.
Waves of applause erupted from the worshippers as Cardinal Dolan made his
way to the sanctuary accompanied by the full-throated notes of St. Patrick's
Cathedral Choir. In his homily at the prayer service, Cardinal Dolan said his ele-
vation is a tribute to the Catholic community of the Archdiocese of New York, an
affirmation by the "pastor of the church universal" and a reflection of the wider
fellowship that exists within the church and among other religious groups in
New York. He said the morning event showcased New York at its best, because it
drew people from many ethnic, religious and cultural backgrounds "to share a
moment of joy with a man who arrived three years ago as a rookie, not aware
of the difference between corned beef and pastrami." 

Preparing for synod, bishops look at role of family in evangelization 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Making final preparations for the world Synod of Bish-
ops on new evangelization, a committee of cardinals and bishops discussed
how difficult it is today to transmit the faith to others. "There was talk about
the 'current fruitlessness of evangelization,' including because of the presence
of certain influences from modern culture that make the transmission of the
faith particularly difficult," said a Vatican press release issued Feb. 27. The ordi-
nary council of the general secretariat of the Synod of Bishops met at the Vati-
can Feb. 16 to discuss a draft of the working document for the synod, which will
be held at the Vatican Oct. 7-28. The theme of the gathering will be: "The New
Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith." In a discussion
about challenges to faith and to handing on the faith, the council members fo-
cused particularly on the role of the family, the statement said. Within the fam-
ily, it said, young people "learn both the content and the practice of the
Christian faith. The irreplaceable work of the family is continued in the catech-
esis offered by church institutions and, especially, through the liturgy with the
sacraments and the homily." 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - Cardinal Tim-
othy M. Dolan of New York,
president of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops,
said there is more "confusion
than clarity" in the revised
federal contraceptive man-
date. 
In a March 1 blog entry on

the New York archdiocesan
website, the cardinal said the
U.S. bishops will "keep up ad-
vocacy and education on the
issue" and "continue to seek
a rescinding of the suffocat-
ing mandates that require us
to violate our moral convic-
tions." 
San Francisco Archbishop

George H. Niederauer in a
Feb. 27 column in the San
Francisco Chronicle said the
troubling aspect of the re-
vised HHS mandate was "not
about contraception, but
about religious liberty." 
The mandate, announced

Jan. 20 by Health and Human
Services' Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius, requires no-cost
coverage of all contracep-
tives approved by Food and
Drug Administration, includ-
ing some that can cause an
abortion, as well as steriliza-
tions, as part of preventive
health services for women. 
A narrow religious exemp-

tion applies only to those
employed by houses of wor-
ship. 
In a revision announced

Feb. 10, President Barack
Obama said religious em-
ployers could decline to
cover contraceptives if they
were morally opposed to
them, but the health insurers
that provide their health
plans would be required to
offer contraceptives free of
charge to women who re-
quested such coverage. 
U.S. bishops and other reli-

gious leaders continue to
press for rescission of the
HHS contraceptive mandate,
saying it violates religious
liberties. 
Cardinal Dolan, in his blog

posting, said he is putting
more hope in finding a reso-

lution to this issue through
Congress or the courts than
the White House. "We have to
be realistic and prepare for
tough times," he said. 

The U.S. bishops will ‘keep 
up advocacy and education
on the issue’ and ‘continue
to seek a rescinding of the 
suffocating mandates that 
require us to violate our 

moral convictions

He also disputed the opin-
ion expressed in an editorial
in the March 5 edition of
America magazine, which
said the bishops' objection to
the revised mandate is pri-
marily "a difference over pol-
icy" and seemed to "press the
religious liberty campaign
too far." 
Bishop William E. Lori of

Bridgeport, Conn., chairman
of the U.S. bishops' Ad Hoc
Committee on Religious Lib-
erty, also took issue with the
editorial in a March 2 letter to
the editor. In reference to the
editorial's call for civility and
a "conciliatory style," he said:
"Maybe Moses wasn't at his
best when he confronted
Pharaoh. Maybe the Good
Shepherd was a bit off his
game when he confronted
the rulers of his day." 
In his column, Archbishop

Niederauer acknowledged
"the issue of contraception is
extremely important in
American society," but also
pointed out that there are
"frameworks though which
the government's desire to
make contraceptives widely
available and affordable, and
the Catholic Church's desire
not to be involved in supply-
ing contraceptives that con-
flict with Catholic faith, can
both be accomplished." 
In a March 1 congressional

subcommittee hearing, Sebe-
lius said she was confident
an acceptable compromise

could be reached in the
health care law to allow self-
insured religiously affiliated
institutions to provide con-
traception access without vi-
olating their religious beliefs. 
"There are a variety of

arrangements already in
place in the 28 states that
have this law already in place
and we intend to be in-
formed by that when we pro-
pose the rules," Sebelius told
members of the House En-
ergy and Commerce Health
Subcommittee during a hear-
ing about the HHS's 2013
budget proposal. 
"Whether it's through a

third-party administrator or
a side-by-side plan or many
other arrangements, we will
offer a variety of strategies to
make sure that religious lib-
erties are respected," she
said. Sebelius was respond-
ing to a question by Rep.
Fred Upton, R-Mich., who
asked about possible penal-
ties for religious employers
that fail to comply with the
HHS mandate to offer contra-
ceptive drugs that violate
their religious principles. 
Upton said a Catholic hos-

pital in his state would likely
be subject to fines of more
than $1 billion. 
Rep. Joe Pitts, R-Pa., who

chaired the hearing, read a
statement from Catholic
Charities USA emphasizing
that the organization did not
endorse the revised HHS
mandate and shared the
"goal of the U.S. Catholic
bishops to uphold religious
liberty." 
More than 4,500 women

have signed a letter urging
Obama, Sebelius and Con-
gress "to allow religious insti-
tutions and individuals to
continue to witness to their
faiths in all their fullness." 
The open letter from

women was organized by
Helen Alvare, who teaches
law at George Mason Univer-
sity School of Law, and Kim
Daniels, former counsel to  

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

More 'confusion than
clarity' about HHS mandate,
Cardinal Dolan says 
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March 7 –  11 a.m., Council of
Priests Meeting at St. Patrick’s
Church in Colton;   6 p.m., Lenten
Soup Supper and Mass at St. Alexan-
der’s in Morrisonville.

March 8 –  10 a.m., Diocesan De-
partment Heads Meeting at Wad-
hams Hall in Ogdensburg.

March 9 –    9 a.m., Mass and Visit to
St. Marguerite D’Youville Academy
in Ogdensburg;   12:00 p.m.,
Bishop’s Fund Priests Advisory Com-
mittee Meeting at the Bishop’s Resi-
dence in Ogdensburg.

March 11 – 11 a.m., Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Ogdensburg.

March 12-23 –  Pilgrimage to Italy.

Bishop LaValley’ schedule

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults. Pre-regis-
tration online is required in order to
participate.  
Participants may pre-register at
www.virtus.org by selecting the reg-
istration button and following the
directions.  
All employees and volunteers who
participate in church sponsored ac-
tivities with minor are required to
participate in this training.  
Further information is available
from Atonement Sister Ellen Don-
ahue, 315-393-2920, ext. 440. 
Upcoming programs:
April  21 - 9 a.m., St. Augustine’s
School, Peru

Protecting God’s Children

This week marks the anniversary
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served in
the Diocese of Ogdensburg

March 7 – Rev. Alexander K. Klauder,
1934; Rev. Cornelius O’Mahoney,
M.S.C., 1940
March 8 – Rev. William B. Nyhan,
1914; Rev. William J. Reilly, O.S.A.,
1925
March 10 – Rev. Hector Mauriot,
O.M.I., 1895
March 11 – Msgr. Edmund Charles M.
J. DePauw, 1911
March 12 – Rev. Joseph L. Stick-
elmyer, 1984
March 13 – Rev. James Keveny, 1880;
Rev. Ferdinand J. Ouelette, 1929; Rev.
Joseph A. Bachand, 1950

Rest in Peace

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact the Episcopal Vicar for
Religious Rev, James Seymour at
315-393-2920 or the 

Victims Assistance Coordinator, Terri-
anne Yanulavich,Adult & Youth Coun-
seling Services of Northern New
York, PO Box 2446,  Plattsburgh, NY,
12901;  e-mail:  aycsnn@yahoo.com;
Phone:  518-569-0612;    Fax:  518-
425-0401

To Report Abuse
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OUR READERS WRITE
NOT a ‘good Catholic  solution’
Regarding the Feb. 15 letter “A time

for Socialism?” in a sense, the writer is
correct—we already have Socialism lite
in the U.S. and  50% of the public is
clamoring for more.  
A close examination of government

policies, especially those of the Obama
Administration and Democrats show the
advance to government takeover of our
lives because more and more people
seem to want the government to take
over paying our  bills for everything. 
What is the price? There are many

costs to this change in our lives, but the
one I want to address here is the loss of
religious liberty and ultimately, the prac-
tice of our Catholic faith (or any faith for
that matter).   Yet, the writer is willing to
do that because he only sees “a minor
Catholic problem with socialized health
insurance requirements.” In total,  there
is no “advantage” of Socialism for
Catholics.   All we have to do is look at
history and World War II.  Hitler and
Stalin both tried to kill, at least minim-
ilize,  religion and God and make the
State the replacement.  That seems to be
part of the problem—either we don’t

know history or we have forgotten it to
our peril.  The writer seems to believe
that Socialism will  “… place the needs
of the masses above the excesses of the
elite…”  I don’t think so!  Take a better
look and you will find that it is the needs
of the elite, the Socialistic, government
elite,  that are taken care of while the
masses become slaves and scrape to stay
alive. 
Catholic doctrine is to help the poor,

etc.  This is our  Corporal works of mercy
and that is what we each, as individuals,
must do and the Church does through
our support of Catholic agencies, such as
Catholic Charities, etc.  Sadly, the writer
has been deceived into thinking that the
government must completely do what
we are called to do.  That is not “…a
good Catholic solution.”

BONNIE P. FRANZ
OGDENSBURG

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
to the Thomas More Law

Center, under the banner,
Women Speak for Them-
selves (http://womenspeak-
forthemselves.com). 
"No one speaks for all

women on these issues," the
letter says. "Those who pur-
port to do so are simply at-
tempting to deflect attention
from the serious religious
liberty issues currently at
stake. 
The Senate voted 51-48

March 1 to table the Respect
for Rights of Conscience Act,
also called the Blunt amend-
ment for its chief sponsor,
Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo. 
The Blunt Amendment

would have allowed church-
affiliated organizations, in-
cluding Catholic charities,
hospitals, schools and uni-
versities, to opt out of man-
dated contraception
coverage and would have ex-
tended exemptions to any

nonreligious employer with a
moral objection to such cov-
erage. 
Under the amendment, any

employer also would have
been allowed to refuse to
cover any other preventive
health care procedures re-
quired under the rule if they
held a moral or religious ob-
jection. 
Bishop Lori said in a state-

ment after the vote that the
bishops will continue their
strong defense of conscience
rights for all people. 
"The need to defend citi-

zens' rights of conscience is
the most critical issue before
our country right now,"
Bishop Lori said. "We will
continue our defense of con-
science rights through all
available legal means. 
“Religious freedom is at the

heart of democracy and
rooted in the dignity of every
human person," Bishop Lori
said

HHS mandate

CNS PHOTO/NANCY PHELAN WIECHEC
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, president of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
said March 1 that there is more "confu-
sion than clarity" in the revised federal
contraceptive mandate and urged U.S.
bishops to continue their fight against
"mandates that r equire us to violate our
moral convictions."  The archbishop of
New York is pictured during the Novem-
ber 2011 meeting of the U.S. bishops'
conference in Baltimore. 

Send letters to North Country
Catholic, PO Box 326, Ogdensburg,
NY, 13669 or e-mail to
news@northcountrycatholic.org

Letters to the Editor
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

Our readings for this Sun-
day are heavy with right-
eous anger calling us to
justice. In the first
reading, we have
Moses coming down
the mountain bear-
ing the ten com-
mandments of a
new covenant.  They
had been fused in
fire and smoke on
two stone tablets. 
As you recall,

Moses broke those
tablets in his anger
when he found the
people worshipping
a golden calf!  
Only when he had “cooled

down”, and the people had
repented, did he make two
more tablets, writing down
God’s words from memory.

The first three command-
ments told the people that
there is only one God, and

Him alone should
they worship every
seventh day. 
If they were faith-

ful to God, then the
other seven com-
mandments, com-
manding right
relationships with
their neighbor;
would be easy. 
Just as Moses had

displayed righteous
anger because of the
people’s injustice, so
we witness the right-

eous anger of Jesus toward
their lack of respect for His
Father’s house.  What a
scene he creates, overturn-
ing tables, driving people

and animals helter-skelter in
all directions!  Once he has
“cleaned house’, He himself
takes possession of the tem-
ple, and begins to teach the
people.  
Of course, the Pharisees

object at once, demanding a
sign that he has authority to
do these things. 
What a sign he gave!  
“Destroy this temple

(meaning His Body), and I
will rebuild it in three days”. 
Only when he broke

through the rock of his
tomb on Easter Sunday, did
even his apostles under-
stand what he meant. 
There is a place for “right-

eous anger” in this year’s
Lenten journey. 
The U.S. Bishops are angry

with the attempt of our gov-

ernment to force Catholic
hospitals and charitable or-
ganizations to violate their
consciences by paying for
contraception and medica-
tions leading to abortion for
workers that they must in-
sure.  
The government has no

business forcing Catholics,
or any other religion, to act
against their conscience. 
Do we share their anger

enough to speak and act
with our bishops?  Are we
angry with our legislators
for failing to treat immi-
grants justly in regards to
their human dignity and as-
pirations for education,
health, and security as per-
sons?  Are we angry enough
to protest most loudly?  
Are we angry at the

poverty of so many of our
citizens because of inability
to find work or pay for
transportation to get to
work?  
The readings for this

Third Sunday provide much
to help us shape our prayer,
our fasting, and our alms-
giving this year. 

Lent is a time for
Catholics to bring their faith
into the public square.

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

Third Sunday of Lent
READINGS

Exodus 20:1-17
1 Corinthians 1:22-25

John 2:13-25

March 11

Lent: a time to bring faith to the public square

PURSUING JUSTICE

Sixth in a series
The bishops of the eight

dioceses of New York have
released the New York State
Catholic Conference 2012
Legislative Agenda. Among
the legislative priorities is to
“support emergency food
programs, affordable hous-
ing and increased employ-
ment opportunities for
low-income families and in-
dividuals.”

Background
The current economic sit-

uation finds a growing num-
ber of New Yorkers
experiencing significant fi-
nancial difficulty. 
Our state has a legal,

moral and ethical obligation
to care for the poor and vul-
nerable. 
As Article XVII, Section 1

of the New York State Con-
stitution states, “The aid,
care, and support of the
needy are public concerns
and shall be provided by the
state...” 
The New York State

Budget is an important way
in which government recog-
nizes this responsibility. 
No one can deny that

these are difficult economic
times and the state budget
has to respond to a decrease
in revenues available. 
But it is also equally true

that during these difficult

economic times the demand
for services increase. 
The budget cannot be bal-

anced on the backs of those
least able to make further
sacrifices. 
Supportive services for

low-income families help to
alleviate the severe financial
strain they experience that
undermines family stability
and are necessary to allow
for an existence that re-
spects each individual’s
human dignity.

Supports, such as child-
care, healthcare, transporta-
tion, and education and
training programs, make it
possible for families to
achieve or maintain a level

of self-sufficiency.

Message points
• Access to safe and af-

fordable housing is a basic
human right. Without ade-
quate supportive services,
many individuals and fami-
lies will be unable to main-
tain appropriate housing. 
• Working families need

quality child care and subsi-
dies to make it affordable
and safe for their children.
Adequate childcare funding
in the State Budget is ur-
gently needed. 
• More families are rely-

ing on emergency food pro-
grams to meet their needs.

These programs need to be
expanded.
• Sufficient transportation

is not available in many
parts of the state, making
access to existing jobs diffi-
cult. This problem exists in
both urban and rural areas. 
• In order to escape dead

end jobs, many low income
wage earners require educa-
tion and training programs
to help them develop skills
that are in demand. 
• The increase in the pub-

lic assistance grant that was
originally scheduled to be
10% in July of 2011 is now
proposed to be 5% in July
2012 and 5% in July of
2013. This further delay is
unacceptable; a commit-
ment was made and needs
to be honored. Recipients
went eighteen years without
an increase prior to 2009.
(This message is reprinted

from  www.nyscatholic.org)

NYS Catholics support: protection for the poor
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By Shan Moore
Staff Writer

PLATTSBURGH – Sad sights amid
the poorest of the poor in
Nicaragua didn’t challenge
Joy Leader’s faith.

Forty volunteers home after
44th North Country Mission
of Hope trip to Nicaragua

“It strengthened it,” said
the Gouverneur Central
School sophomore.
The 15-year-old was

among 40-plus volunteers
serving with North Country
Mission of Hope in the Cen-
tral American country earlier
this month.
The Plattsburgh-based hu-

manitarian aid organization
has sent groups of mission-
ers to Nicaragua 44 separate
times now since its inception
in 1998; Leader found out
about it through word of
mouth at Guggenheim Cen-
ter in Saranac Lake.
She knew none of the other

volunteers when they set
out, and that was scary, she
said during a cellphone inter-
view in the midst of the ex-
perience.
“Now, they’re my family,”

she said.
That’s the typical experi-

ence of a new volunteer with
the group. Witnessing hu-
manity in its deepest need,
and working together to mit-
igate pain and suffering

tends, to create a bond of
lasting friendship in record
time, as many Mission of
Hope participants can attest.
For Leader, a parishioner of

St. James Church in Gou-
verneur, she grew close to
the other volunteers as they
build 12-by-12-foot home
shelters to replace tumble-
down shacks for Nicaraguan
families, as they delivered
gifts of rice and beans to
people who often don’t have
three meals a day.
At Parijito Azul Disability

Center, a struggling facility
that Mission of Hope has as-
sisted for several years now,

Leader and a few others
spent more than an hour and
a half in the nursery with the
babies there, all of whom
have disabilities of some
kind.
“We held them and sang

them songs,” she said. “We
got them to smile and laugh
– it was incredible.”
The people of Nicaragua,

however poor, Leader discov-
ered, tend to have a special
resilience and acceptance.
Often, it is faith that gives
them that strength.
“Whether surrounded by or

consumed by poverty, they
see the beauty in life,” she
said.
That’s something Sara

LoTemplio, 17, of St. Alexan-
der’s Parish in Morrisonville,
learned last year, on her first
trip with Mission of Hope.
“The dignity of the people

here and the joy, given the
circumstances, is amazing,”
she said from Nicaragua.
That reminds her, she said,

that it’s important “to slow
down, to appreciate the little
things, take it moment by
moment.”

Progress seen
Return missions show

progress: a young man with
a decent job that he could
only get because a Mission of
Hope sponsor had put him

through school, better condi-
tions at the Disability Center
and orphanages, more and
more sturdy home shelters
built with donated funds.
Corinne White, 15, and her

dad, Paul, raised the money
to build one of those tiny
homes with a 50-50 raffle
back home in Elizabethtown.
She helped some with the

construction, she said, but
the family it would belong to
didn’t encourage that.
“They wanted to do it

themselves,” she said.
That’s the mission’s mis-

sion – to foster self-suffiency,
Sister Debbie says.
There’s a long road ahead.
This trip, Mission of Hope

expanded its good works to
Chinandega Hospital near
the Honduran border, where
facilities are so poor that
often women in labor share
the same bed.
“It’s huge – practically a city

block,” said veteran volun-
teer Connie Miller of Platts-
burgh. 
The nun in charge is Sister

Ligia, whom the missionaries
know well from their work at
San Jose Hospital in Diri-
amba and who stopped in to
visit as she traveled through
Chiquilistagua.
“We loaded as much in her

van as we could get in,” Miller
said.
The medical supplies,

which included boxes of sy-

ringes, and other needed
items such as clothing and
household goods, were do-
nated by benefactors in the
North Country.
More would be delivered

by truck to the hospital in
the near future, Miller said.
Sunday, Feb. 26, with just

one more full day in
Nicaragua, Corinne White
joined other volunteers at
Mass then helped hand out
gifts sent by sponsors to
their schoolchildren. Then
she threw herself into one
last time playing with the
youngsters who’d stolen her
heart.
Her faith, too, was

strengthened by the experi-
ence.
“When you go (to hand out)

rice and beans, when you
play with the kids,” she said,
trying to find the words, “you
just kind of know …” 

Mission: offers hope and strengthens faith

North Country Mission of Hope is
funded by grants and by donations.
A total 97 percent goes directly to-
ward mission projects. To learn how
to contribute, go to www.ncmis-
sionofhope.org, email info@ncmis-
sionofhope.org or call (518)
561-2599.  Checks can be mailed to
the organization at P.O. Box 2522,
Plattsburgh, NY 12901. 

HOW TO HELP

Dominican Sister of Hope Sister Debbie Blow, North Country Mission of Hope executive
director, right, speaks with Sister Ligia, left, at Chinandega Hospital near the Honduran
border with Nicaragua while another nurse and Mission of Hope translator Fabricio
look on. 

Sarah Rowen, left, waits for Allen Pellerin’s instructions to add the oil as he drills a base
for the cistern at Angels of Hope Orphanage in El Crucero, Nicaragua. Corinne White
holds the base.

Sister Claire Coll, Diane Crosier and Sandy Davidson prepare the toy supplies for North
Country Mission of Hope’s daily afternoon playtime with the neighborhood children in
Chiquilistagua.
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By Kristina Dean
Staff writer

EVANS MILLS - Women of the
diocese have an exciting op-
portunity available to them
through a scripture-based
women’s ministry called
"Women of Grace: Women
and the Abundant Life." 
This program, created by

Johnnette Benkovic, pro-
ducer and host of The Abun-
dant Life television program
seen on EWTN, is unique in
its mission and message,
said Mary Dillenback, who
was recently appointed as
Regional Coordinator and Fa-
cilitator of Women of Grace.
“There are so many aspects

of the program, that it can be
difficult to describe,” she
said. “It isn’t simply a Bible
study course, although part
of the program includes
reading and work in a text-
book. Many of the questions
are personal and designed to
inspire personal and spiri-
tual growth through self-
knowledge as well as
knowledge of the Catholic
faith. 
“It is meant to answer the

question of what the
women’s role is in the
Catholic Church as well as in
our families, our workplace
and ultimately the world,”
Mrs. Dillenback said.
"We are Mary’s prayer war-

riors, a sacred sisterhood,’
she said. “The prayer piece
brings it to something differ-
ent; it’s not just women get-
ting together to talk. We grow
close spiritually because we
help each other grow in self
knowledge and knowledge of
our beautiful Catholic faith,"
she said. 

Foundations
Mrs. Dillenback explained

that Women of Grace is based
on several foundational ele-
ments including modeling
lives after Mary, receptivity,
trust and surrender.
In the first chapter of the

course textbook, Mrs.
Benkovic describes the call
to women from God to bring
salvation to the world. She
ties this in with a message
from the Council Fathers
from the Second Vatican
Council who indicate the im-
portance of women during
this time and age.
They say women "can do

so much to aid humanity in
not falling." Mrs. Dillenback
said the Women of Grace
Study Series "gives us the
how and the why."
According to Mrs. Dillen-

back, one of the foundational
elements of Women of Grace
is that it is based on the
Blessed Mother’s fiat, or yes
to God. In agreeing to do
God’s will, Mary brought sal-
vation to mankind. She
brought grace into the world
through her son, effectively
saving the world. And
women in the ministry are
encouraged to model them-
selves after Mary.
“In essence, we have the

choice to say ‘yes’ or ‘no,’ like
Mary,” Mrs. Dillenback said.
“If we agree to do God’s will,
we become vessels of God, or
conduits of grace, carrying
God into the world, as Mary
did with Jesus” 
She explained that this ap-

plies to all women, both
mothers and those who
haven’t physically born chil-
dren. All women have a re-
sponsibility to be spiritual
mothers, she said.
"As Catholic women, we

have to decide what is our
role, as a mom, a daughter, a
wife,” she said. “What is my
calling, my vocation?
“Through prayer and dis-

cernment, we need to figure
out what it is that God wants
us and needs us to be, not
what society wants us to be,”
she aid. “When we figure this
out, we are doing God’s will
and then we are saying ‘yes’
as Mary said ‘yes.’" 
By attending meetings, lis-

tening and participating in
the discussions and doing
the work in the book, mem-

bers begin to understand
who they are meant to be,
she said.

‘I see Mary’
“As a facilitator, sitting

around the table at the be-
ginning at the first few meet-
ings, what I see are people
sitting stiffly, shoulders are
tight,” she said. “Their whole
physical being is tight. Their
eyes are scared, they are ap-
prehensive, their whole man-
ner is tense. 
“So many don’t have a lov-

ing, merciful knowledge of
the church, but they are
there because they know
they should be,” Mrs. Dillen-
back said. “Even though they
might not know it, each one
of them have been called by
God and gently guided by
Mary to make a commitment
to learn about who they re-
ally are. 
“Gradually, the women

begin to relax,” she said. “The
Holy Spirit begins working
with Mary’s intercession. The
graces abundantly flow and
the women are more recep-
tive to what is being show-

ered upon us. It soaks into
them. Shoulders go down,
they begin to ask questions.
Their eyes sparkle and they
smile." 
Mrs. Dillenback said that

she can see Mary in the
women.
"I see Mary’s daughters. I

see her gentleness, softness
and willingness to do what
He tells her. It’s hard for
women to get there.....They
just open up and discover
who they are. They are won-
derful people. Through
Women of Grace, they begin
to be the daughters of the
Most High God."

Four local groups
Currently, Mrs. Dillenback,

and her co facilitator Meg
Ringer, facilitate four groups,
located on Fort Drum, Evans
Mills, Clayton and Water-
town. Several new groups are
beginning which will be led
by members who have gone
through the program. 
Not only does attending

Women of Grace improve
spiritual life, but it has other
effects as well. It makes them
into more joyful, happy and
fulfilled women, said Mrs.
Dillenback.
Evans Mills Woman of

Grace member, Rita Gerrish,
said the program has helped
her to discover where she is
in her journey of faith, as
well as what she needs to do
to strengthen her relation-
ship with God.
"I am becoming more

aware of how blessed I am,
find myself praying with
more purpose, more at peace
with myself and I feel that no
matter how distracted or sin-
ful I am, God’s love remains
and envelopes me,” Mrs. Ger-
rish said. “I feel that I can be
a better wife, mother, daugh-
ter, sister and friend. 
“I am learning to be more

comfortable in my faith and
how I might be able to better
share with others God’s love
for all of us," she said.
Rose Perkins, another

Evans Mills member de-
scribes her experience.
"I have learned that women

are educators of the human
race. So we all have a respon-
sibility to be the conduits of
Jesus to our family and our
communities,” she said.
“Then Jesus can be planted in
all hearts and like Mary all
souls can ‘proclaim the great-
ness of the Lord.’
“WOG has helped me to

opened my heart and soul to
the will of God,” Mrs. Perkins
said.“WOG has saved my
life.”
Discussions center around

the work in the book, but
often reflect the needs of the
group. Different chapters of
the textbook focus on prayer,
the Eucharist, wisdom, trust
and obedience. The last
chapter of the text is titled
"Carrying Out the Mission:
Embracing the Abundant
Life."

Creator of the women’s ministry
Women of Grace Johnnette
Benkovicwill be featured as a
speaker at a retreat at Wadhams Hall
April 20-22. This retreat is open to all
women and will feature four hour-
long talks by Mrs. Benkovic as well
as daily Mass, Eucharistic Adoration
and time for quiet prayer. 
The theme of the retreat is "Do

Whatever He Tells You" - a reference
to the last words Mary speaks in the
Bible. 
Due to limited space, reservations

are confirmed on a first received
basis. Rates range between $150 to
$245 and depend on room type. 
The registration rate will increase

$25 after March 28. The deadline for
registration is April 4. Meals are in-
cluded.
Registration forms are available

at local parishes or by contacting Re-
gional Coordinator and Facilitator
Mary Dillenback by email at mary-
dillenback@twcny.rr.com or by
phone (315) 771-1377

Women of Grace retreat

Women of Grace

Mary Dillenback

Exploring the role of women in the church, families, workplace and the world

By Joseph McAleer
Catholic News Service 

"Unless someone like you
cares an awful lot, nothing
is going to get better." 
That's the urgent moral of

a beloved children's book
now translated into a 3-D
animated feature as "Dr.
Seuss' The Lorax" (Univer-
sal).This action-packed,
candy-colored film for the
entire family retains the
charm of the original 1971
fable by Theodore Geisel
while enhancing its central
message: To wit, it's not
nice to fool with Mother Na-
ture. 
Or, in this case, Father Na-

ture, in the guise of the title
character (voice of Danny
DeVito). The legendary
"guardian of the forest," the
Lorax is a grotesque furry
creature with a broad mus-

tache. Chop down a tree or
otherwise despoil the envi-
ronment and you'll provoke
a tongue-lashing from the
Lorax - and a warning of
dire consequences to come. 
Since a spare, 61-page

children's book does not a
94-minute film make, direc-
tor Chris Renaud ("Despica-
ble Me") and screenwriters
Cinco Paul and Ken Daurio
have considerably expanded
Geisel's story, building their
tale around a teen romance. 
Our hip protagonist, Ted

(voiced by Zac Efron, and
named for Geisel), yearns
for Audrey (voice of Taylor
Swift, and named for Mrs.
Geisel). Audrey, in turn,
pines, so to speak, for just
one thing - the sight of a
real live tree. 
You see, there are no trees

in Thneedville, a town
where every bit of the envi-
ronment is artificial. Lord-

ing it over the locals is vil-
lainous Aloysius O'Hare
(voice of Rob Riggle), who
makes his fortune bottling
fresh air and selling it to the
public. 
According to Ted's dotty

Grammy Norma (voice of
Betty White), who remem-
bers the good ol' days, the
environmental disaster was
man-made. Go and find the
recluse called the Once-ler
(voice of Ed Helms), she
tells Ted; he knows what
happened to all the trees. 
Indeed he does. As a

young, ambitious entrepre-
neur, the Once-ler defied the
Lorax's warnings and har-
vested the truffula trees to
make a miracle fabric called
thneed. 
Consumed with greed, the

Once-ler ravaged the valley,
displacing the animals.
Eventually, the shame-filled,
Grinch-like creature de-

scended into madness. 
"Dr. Seuss' The Lorax" of-

fers a positive message
about caring for God's cre-
ation while also respecting
the needs of others. Its first-
rate animation and catchy
songs will make it an enjoy-
able outing for viewers of
any age. 

The film contains some
cartoonish action. The
Catholic News Service clas-
sification is A-I -- general pa-
tronage. The Motion Picture
Association of America rat-
ing is PG -- parental guid-
ance suggested. Some
material may not be suitable
for children.
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Animated characters Grammy Norma, voiced by Betty White, Audrey, voiced by Taylor
Swift, and Ted, voiced by Zac Feron, are seen in the movie "Dr. Seuss' The Lorax." 

AT THE MOVIES

DR. SEUSS' THE LORAX



M A R C H  7 ,  2 0 1 2
N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  C A T H O L I C18 around the diocese

RUMMAGE SALE
Lake Placid – St. Agnes School will be
having a Rummage Sale.
Date: March 10
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place School Gym
Features: Donations can be dropped off

at school during school hours.  You can
also rent your own table for $20.00 and
sell your own items and keep the profit.
Please call Kathleen Murphy at 518-523-
3771 for more info or to rent a table.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER
Lake Placid –A  St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
to benefit St. Agnes School is set.
Date: March 13
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7 
Place: Comfort Inn Conference Center
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; Children 12

and under, $6
Features: Corned beef and cabbage or
baked ziti.   For more information call
Kathleen Murphy at 518-523-377

HC MYSTERY PLAYERS
Saranac Lake – St. Bernard’s Parish is
sponsoring a presentation of the IHC
Mystery Players.
Date: March 15
Time: 8 pm.
Place: St. Bernard’s Church
Features: The IHC Mystery Players pres-

ent the Stations of the Cross  through the
use of special lighting, music, pantomime
and reflective narrations.  

“CATHOLICISM”
The Parishes of the Mountains and
Lakes are presenting the Father Robert
Barron’s “Catholicism” series on Tuesdays
evenings at St. Bernard’s Chapel at 7
p.m. and Thursday mornings at St. John
the Wilderness Church hall at 9:30 a.m.
They will continue throughout Lent.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Peru - St. Augustine¹s Knights of Colum-
bus Council 7273 will host a spaghetti
dinner.
Date: March 17
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30
Place:  St. Augustine¹s Parish Center
Cost:  $7.50 per person, $3.50 for chil-

dren 6 to 12, free for children 5 and
under.  Take-outs are available

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
West Chazy - St. Joseph’s Men’s Club
presents their Annual All-You-Can-Eat
Pancake Breakfast.

Date: March 11
Time:8 a.m. to Noon
Place: Parish Center. 
Cost:$6; Children 5 and under, free. 

HEALING MASS
Ellenburg – Our Lady of the Adirondacks
House of Prayer will hold Healing Mass.
Date: March 17
Time: 10 a.m.
Features: Father Doug Decker will pre-

side at Mass followed by Anointing and
individual prayer.  Light lunch to follow.
Contact: RSVP: by March 15,  olaprayer-

house@gmail.com or 518-594-3253

CHICKEN & BISCUITS
Mooers Forks – St. Joseph’s Fundraising
Committee will be sponsoring an All You
Can Eat Chicken & Biscuit dinner.
Date: March 17
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Ann’s Church Hall; Take-outs

are available by calling 236-6118. 
Cost: Adults, $8; Children 6-12, $5;

under 5, Free

TAIZE PRAYER
Plattsburgh – St. Peter’s Parish will
gather to spend time in silence, song,
and meditative prayer at the foot of the
cross.
Date: March 21
Time: 7 p.m.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Treadwell Mills – RCC St. Alexander & St.
Joseph’s will hold a Pancake Breakfast 
Date: March 25
Time: 12:30 p.m.

Place: St. Joseph’s Church Hall
Cost: Adults, $6; Children 6-12, $3;

under 5, Free

SETON OPEN HOUSE
Plattsburgh – Seton Catholic is holding
an Open House.
Date: March 14
Time: 5 p.m. to 7
Features: Accepting registrations for

grades 7-12.  Catholic faith woven into
entire program.  Middle States accred-
ited program; Extracurricular Activities.
Contact: 518-561-4031 or visit the

website at www.setoncatholic.net

LENTEN ADORATION
Plattsburgh – St. Peter’s Church will offer
weekday adoration during Lent  after
the 7 a.m.  daily Mass ending  with
Benediction at 7 p.m. on Wednesday of
Holy Week  . 
Schedule:  Mondays only  – After 7

a.m.  Mass until 9  p.m.;   Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays, after 7 
a.m.  Mass until 7 p.m.
Contact: call the rectory at 563-1692 or

contact Ceil Johnson 566-0527 or email
kjeleshouse@verizon.net

LENTEN REFLECTION SERIES
Ellenburg – Our Lady of the Adirondacks
House of prayer will have Lenten Reflec-
tion Series the Fridays of Lent.
Date: Feb. 24-March 30
Time: 1 p.m. to 3
Features: Meditating on the Sunday 

Bible readings, Adoration, Rosary.
RSVP: By Feb. 21 to olaprayerhouse@

gmail.com or 518-594-3253

CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE 
Peru –CDA Court St. Monica will hold a
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner.
Date: March 10
Time: 4 p.m. to 6:30
Place: St. Augustine’s Parish
Cost: $8; Children ages 12 and under, $4
Contact: Helen Bisallion at 643-2638 or

Christa Reyell at 566-6404

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Plattsburgh – Eucharistic Adoration is 
held throughout the year every Wednes 
day, Thursday, and Friday.
Place: St. John’s  Adoration Chapel, 
Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Contact: call 518-561-5083 or email us

at Sjohnsadoration@aol.com

ST.  PATRICK’S DAY DINNER
Elizabethtown - St. Elizabeth’s Church,
will hold a St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, fea-
turing corned beef and cabbage  or ham
Date: March 11
Time:  2 p.m. to 6
Place: parish hall
Cost:  Adults: $9. Children under 12: $5.

Take-outs be available after 1:30 p.m

ADULT FAITH SHARING GROUP
Port Henry – The Adult Faith Sharing
Group will be viewing Fr. Robert Barron’s
video series “Conversation”.
Dates: ; March 8 & 22
Time: 7 p.m. to 8:30

MYSTERY/DINNER THEATER
Brushton – St. Mary’s Church is to pres-
ent “The Hilarious Hillbilly Massacre”, an 
interactive murder mystery/dinner the-
ater preformed by The North Franklin
Theater Group.
Date:March 24
Time: 6 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Cost: $25 per person
Contact: Eileen Miller at 518-529-7713

(leave message) to make reservations by
March 14 

TESTIMONY AND HEALING SERVICE
Brushton – An evening with Richard
Bingold  has been planned
Date: March 19
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Church
Features: Those seeking physical or spir-

itual healing will be prayed over with
the ‘Miraculous Pilgrim Rosary’ ad ‘Relic
of the True Cross’.
Contact: St. Mary’s at 518-529-7433

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown – St. Anthony’s Altar Rosary
Church will be having Spaghetti Supper.
Date: March 29
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7
Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost:  $8; children $4.50; under 3, free;

sauce, $5 per quart meatballs are $.75
Features: Take-out orders begin at 4

p.m. Please bring your own containers

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills – The Indian River Knights of
Columbus will be having a Spaghetti
and Meatball dinner.
Date: March 10
Time: 4 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center

DOLLAR DINNER
Watertown – The Watertown Council of
Knights of Columbus will be preparing a
Dollar Dinner.
Date: March 14
Time: 5 p.m. to 6 
Place: IHC Intermediate School

LIFERIGHT MEETING
Watertown   - Liferight of Watertown will
hold its monthly meetings on the third
Wednesday of the Month.
Time: 4 p.m.     
Place: 312 Sherman St.
Features: Liferight is a pro-life educa-

tional   organization.   The  office has
videos, books and educational materials
which may be borrowed. Topics
covered: infanticide, assisted suicide, eu-
thanasia and chastity.
Contact: Phone 315-788-8480; website:

www.liferight.org.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
Lowville – Franciscan Mystery Play will
be presenting a dramatic presentation of
the passion and death of Jesus.
Date: March 9
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: St. Peter’s Church

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER
Harrisville – The annual Irish Dinner by
the Fraser/Miller families to be held.
Date: March 10
Time: 4 p.m. to 6
Place: St. Francis Solanus Church
Cost: Adults, $8; Children under 12, $5;

under 5, free
Features: Music provided by the Fraser

Family, take-outs will be available.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

The North County Catholicwelcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
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e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
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Bishop LaValley’s homily for 
the 2012 Rite of Election, held
March 4 at St. Mary’s Cathedral

Who is Jesus?  
Scholars have debated the

answer to that question ever
since He walked this earth. 

One writer recently told
about a convention
in Rome, where
scholars had a
heated debate on
Jesus’ nationality.
One by one, they of-
fered proofs for
their various opin-
ions. Some pre-
sented strong
evidence that Jesus
was Italian: He
talked with His
hands, He had wine
with meals, and He
used olive oil. 

Still others insisted He
was Californian:  He never
cut His hair, he walked
around barefoot, and He
started a new religion. 

Some scholars presented
equally good arguments
that Jesus was Irish:  He
loved a parade, He was al-
ways telling stories, and He
loved green pastures. 

One of the ladies present
gave compelling evidence
that Jesus was a woman: He
had to feed a crowd at a mo-
ment’s notice when there
was no food, He kept trying
to get the message across to
a bunch of men who just
didn’t’ get it, and even when
He was dead, He had to get
up because there was more
work to do.

But who is Jesus, really?  
At the top of Mt. Tabor,

the voice from the cloud in-
sisted:  “This is my beloved
Son.  Listen to Him.” 

It is precisely your en-
counter with Jesus Christ,
your desire to know the Son
of God and to listen to His
will for you that has led you
here today in this beautiful
Cathedral Church to be
numbered among the elect.
Each and every one of you,

coming from a different
walk of life and different
part of the North Country,
seeks full communion in the
Church.  God has elected
you to come forward and
you have so generously re-
sponded to that invitation.

However, if, after listening
to our readings today, some-
one were to ask us whether

we were troubled by
what we had just
heard, chances are
that most of us
would answer, “Yes.”
We might ask, “What
am I getting myself
into here?”  I mean,
isn’t it disturbing to
think about God
telling Abraham to
kill his son, Isaac?
Isn’t it upsetting to
think that God
would “hand over”
Jesus to suffer and

die, as St. Paul tells us?  And
while Mark’s Gospel today
gives us a view of the spec-
tacular in the Transfigura-
tion of Jesus, we know what
lies ahead for Him: the Pas-
sion.  

As we look from Abraham
and Isaac to a transfigured
Jesus who is handed over to
suffer and die, we are left
wondering, “Where is a lov-
ing God in all of this?”

But, as people of faith, we
know that resurrection - and
not suffering and death - is
God’s final word.  

And so we dare to come
closer to today’s Scripture
and see from a slightly dif-
ferent perspective both
Abraham’s relationship with
God and Jesus’ relationship
with the Father.  

We can then see how our
own relationships with God
might be hidden in the les-
sons we just heard.  Maybe
we’ll still be troubled.  But
feelings of unsettledness
often are the beginnings of
repentance and conversion. 

What better time than
now, this Second Sunday of
Lent, to walk with Abraham
and Jesus and see where
God might be leading us.

Let’s begin with Abraham,
our “ancestor in faith.”  

The key to understanding
today’s story is remember-
ing that God and Abraham
had been in relationship for
a long time before Abraham
hears the call to kill his son. 

We know that Abraham
was a childless old man
who, upon hearing God’s
call, sets out to an un-
known, distant place. 

Faith, then always entails
some letting go, some step-
ping outside our comfort
zones and into the un-
known, trusting that a lov-
ing God walks with us.
That’s the test of genuine
faith - letting go and enter-
ing into the unknown - the
mystery of faith.

But the unknown Prom-
ised Land is just part of
God’s covenant with Abra-
ham.  God also promises
Abraham countless descen-
dants.  And that is where
Isaac comes in.  

Think about the seeming
absurdity:  First God tells
Abraham, “It is through
Isaac that descendants shall
bear your name,” and then
later God says, “Take your
son Isaac and offer him up
as a holocaust.”

We want to hear Abraham
talk back to God, saying,
“Wait a minute!  This doesn’t
make any sense.  You told
me through Isaac I would
have many descendants,
and now you want me to kill
him?”  

Remember though, that
by this time Abraham had
some experience with let-
ting go, with trusting that
God would see things
through.  

And God did what Abra-
ham had hoped.

As spouses and parents,
we understand Abraham’s
agony.  

But this story reminds us
that the greatest measure of
our love for those entrusted
to us is our willingness to
“let go” of them, to let them
be who God wants them to
be - and not who we want

them to be.
Letting go of others so as

to allow God’s will to be ac-
complished through them
brings us to our Gospel.

It is precisely your 
encounter with Jesus Christ,

your desire to know the 
Son of God and to listen to His
will for you that has led you
here today in this beautiful

Cathedral Church to be
numbered among the elect

We should look to what
precedes the Transfigura-
tion in order to better un-
derstand it.

Mark’s Gospel reaches a
turning point just before the
Transfiguration.  Peter, for
the first time, in response to
Jesus question about Who
He is, calls Jesus “Messiah.”
But Peter no more than gets
the words out of his mouth
before Jesus predicts for the
first time His passion. 

So, let’s take the place of
Peter in the Gospel.  He had
just heard the bad news that
comes along with the Good
News:  Things will get worse
before they get better.  Suf-
fering and death come be-
fore resurrection.  

This loving Father God
speaks to all of us today on
the mountain of the Trans-
figuration, “This is my
beloved Son.  Listen to him.”

And so we listen to Jesus
who is the Word of God and
think about what or whom it

is we need to let go of this
Lent in order to more
closely walk with God. 

We listen to Jesus in the
Eucharist, where we are
asked to let go of all that we
are in order to become all
that God wants us to be.

As we journey from here
to whatever the Lord has in
store for us, let us be mind-
ful that we do not walk
alone. 

We walk with Abraham
and Isaac. We walk with a
transfigured Jesus who will
suffer and die.  We walk
with a loving God for whom
resurrection, and not suffer-
ing and death, is the final
word. 

As Church, we walk with
each other and follow Him
who is the Way, the Truth
and the Life.

This is truly a blessed day
for the entire Church of Og-
densburg.  Lent has begun
with much promise for us.
With the continued guid-
ance of your parish’s RCIA
team and staff, please make
these days of prayer a privi-
leged time of personal en-
counter with Jesus Christ.

Thank you for coming to
our Cathedral Church this
afternoon to be counted
among the elect.  Your pres-
ence here brings such joy to
all of us.  

I pray that as you con-
tinue your pilgrimage of
faith, you might know Jesus
more deeply, love Him more
dearly, so as to serve Him
more faithfully. 

May God be praised… for-
ever may God be praised!

FOLLOW ME

Who is Jesus?

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley
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OBITUARIES
AuSable Forks – Joseph H. Kowalik Jr., 53;
Funeral Services March 10 at Holy Name
Church.

Carthage – Walter P. “Walt” Barker, 85;
Funeral Services Feb. 29, 2012 at St.
James Church; burial in St. James Ceme-
tery.

Carthage – Viola “Yola” (Pacific) Franck,
91; Funeral Services March 3, 2012 at St.
James Church; burial in Old St. James
Cemetery.

Champlain – Donald A. Arno, 79; Funeral
Services Feb. 27, 2012 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Champlain – John Paul Tetreault, 81; Fu-
neral Services March 3, 2012 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Croghan – Walter J. “Willie” Brownell, 87;
Funeral Services Feb. 28, 2012 at St.
Stephen’s Church; burial in St. Stephen’s
Cemetery.

Croghan - Harold M. Martin, 89,  funeral
services March 5, 2012 at St. Stephen’s
Church, burial in parish cemetery

Dannemora – Betty P. (Pike) Miner, 76;
Funeral Services Feb. 27, 2012 at St.
Joseph’s Church; burial in parish ceme-
tery.

Deferiet – Paul Anthony Ventiquattro, 84;
Funeral Services Feb. 29, 2012 at St. Rita’s

Church.

Glenfield – Delilia “Tootsie” M. (Maciejko)
Gorczyca, 91; Funeral Services Feb. 29,
2012 at St. Mary’s Church; burial in Brant-
ingham Cemetery.

Hogansburg – Philomena “Mae” Thomp-
son, 69; Funeral Services Feb. 29, 2012 at
St. Regis Catholic Church.

Lowville - Dorothy (Weller) Duflo, 88, Fu-
neral services March 7, 2012, at St. Peter’s
Church; burial in St. Stephen’s Cemetery,
Croghan

Lyon Mountain – Muriel G. (Hansen)
Denny, 89; Funeral Services March 2,
2012 at St. Bernard’s Church; burial in
Morningside Cemetery, Malone.

Malone – Gail B. “Mac” McGovern, 73; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 28, 2012 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in St. John Bosco
Cemetery.

Massena – Anna M.(Yuhasz) Salamon,
87; Funeral  Feb. 29, 2012 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Mooers Forks – Geneva A. (Miller) Gad-
way, 87; Funeral Services Feb. 25, 2012 at
St. Ann’s Church; burial in St. Ann’s Ceme-
tery.

Mooers Forks – Isabell M. (Superneault)
Peete, 96; Funeral Services Feb. 28, 2012
at St. Ann’s Church; burial in St. Ann’s

Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg – Gloria A. (Monett) Ar-
quette, 73; Funeral Services Feb. 27, 2012
at Notre Dame Church; burial in Pine Hill
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg - Hilda (McGrath) Hollis, Fu-
neral Services March 3 at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, burial in parish cemetery

Plattsburgh – Florence R. (LaBombard)
Avery, 82; Funeral Services March 1, 2012
at Brown Funeral Home; burial in St.
Peter’s Cemetery.

Port Henry – John “Jack” R. Carpenter, 91;
Funeral Services Feb. 28, 2012 at St.
Patrick’s Church; burial in St. Patrick’s
Cemetery.

Saranac Lake – Joe Reilly, 87; Funeral
Services March 3, 2012 at the Fortune-
Keough Funeral Home; burial in Saint
Valentine Cemetery.

Tupper Lake – Loretta (LaMere) Berard,
85; Funeral Services Feb. 29, 2012 at St.
Alphonsus Church.

Watertown – David Gregory Maring, 47;
Funeral Services March 2, 2012 at Cum-
mings Funeral Home Service, Inc.; burial
in Lakeside Cemetery, Sackets Harbor.

Watertown – Mary (Paluzzi) Misercola,
76; Funeral Feb. 29, 2012 at St. Anthony’s
Church; burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

The Society For

The Propagation Of The Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax (315) 394-7401
mbrett@dioogdensburg.org

From Director’s Desk,
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, 
Diocesan Mission Director

We continue to appeal for financial help for the Church in
East Africa to support the network of diocesan directors of
the Pontifical Mission Societies engaged in ongoing pastoral
work, supporting their outreach to those most affected by
this crisis. 
Father Celestino Bundi, National Director of the Pontifical

Mission Societies in Kenya, wrote late last year with gratitude
for the help sent to the Church in East Africa through the gen-
erosity of U.S. Catholics. 
The support sent for local priests, religious and lay cate-

chists serving those in greatest need was a “very humbling,
yet consoling act of charity as ‘one family in mission,’” he
noted. 
Complicating the devastating effects of drought and famine

are ethnic clashes and other fighting in the country, spurred
by inadequate resources of food, water and grass for animals.
As a result of this insecurity, many families living in the area
have abandoned their homes and all schools have been
closed.
“We are still struggling with unreliable food distribution,”

Father Celestino explained. Other challenges include a rise in
related illnesses, including pneumonia and malaria, tensions
within families, and the issue of children dropping out of
school to find food.
What can you do right now?  Prayer.  First and foremost

prayer is the greatest form of expression.  Solidarity that can
be offered to our brothers and sisters in East Africa.  However,
funds are much needed.  
If you think you can help, please send a donation to the

SPOF/Mission office at PO Box 369, Ogdensburg, NY  13669.
Thank you and God Bless.  

Please remember “The Society for the Propagation of the Faith” 
when writing or changing your Will.      

www.dioogdensburg.org/missionoffice

Special funds:
Appeal for 
East Africa
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A couple of weeks ago, my
good friend Msgr. Paul Whitmore
shared this delightful story with
me:
“Last week, one of the

daily Mass crowd at the
Monastery of the Precious
Blood told me that her lit-
tle nephew was playing
one day with a little Men-
nonite girl.  
She asked the girl why

she was Mennonite.  The
girl told her that her par-
ents were Mennonite, and
so she was Mennonite and
her parents take her to
church every week.
When the little girl

asked the little boy, "Why are you
Catholic?",he replied, "I'm
Catholic because we get the
Catholic paper delivered right to
our house every week."
What a precocious little man!
Wouldn’t it be great if every

Catholic family in the Diocese of
Ogdensburg could be recognized
as Catholic by the reading mate-
rial they welcome into their
home?
It would certainly make the

Church’s work of spreading the
Good News so much easier!
Regular readers of the North

Country Catholic recognize that
the most critical aspect of our
mission is to serve as a source of
evangelization. 
Msgr. Whitmore helps us to ac-

complish this every week as do
Sister Mary Eamon, our bishop
and the pope, not to mention all
the priests, religious and lay peo-
ple who have shared their stories
of faith over the past 66 years.
These days we hear a lot about

the importance of offering news
online and so we do that, too. The
NCC is available on a new and im-
proved website and on Facebook. 

But, the importance of
Catholic newspapers – in
print - was affirmed in a
2011 CARA (Center for
Applied Research in the
Apostolate) study com-
missioned by the Catholic
Press Association.
The study emphatically

refutes the notion, de-
scribed by CPA  executive
director, Tim Walter, that
"you can put this newspa-
per online and we can
save a lot of money and it

can be just as effective.” 
The study found that about 26%

of Catholics regularly read a print
copy of their diocesan newspaper
while only four percent visit the
online version.
Walter said one surprising as-

pect of the study was a finding
about "millennials," those born in
1982 and later. "We were more
likely to reach them by pushing a
print product in their home than
by inviting them to come to our
website," he said.
"If you don't put a print product

in the hands of a younger
Catholic adult, you have no way
of reaching them, because you
can't force them to come to your
browser.
People of any age who aren’t ac-

tive in the church are not likely
spend their time online visiting
religious websites.
We must go to them.
Please, help us go to them -

renew your own subscription
and, maybe, buy one for a friend!

M A R C H  7 ,  2 0 1 2
N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  C A T H O L I C2 Diocesan Life

MSGR. ROBERT L. LAWLER
Vice President

SR. JENNIFER VOTRAW, SSJ
Secretary-Treasurer
MARY LOU KILIAN 

Editor/
General Manager

BISHOP TERRY
R. LAVALLEY
President

CHURCH: A FAMILY OF FAITH
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Jesus: The New Temple 
and the Living Water

Third Sunday of Lent - March 10-11

By Sister Mary Eamon Lyng, SSJ
Director of Evangelization

For the next three Sundays, the Gospel readings from St. John may be differ-
ent depending upon those parishes that have catechumens and/or candidates
coming into the full communion of the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.  

Whether the reading is about Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan Woman
offering her living water; or about Jesus’ driving out the money changers from
the temple, St. John wants his readers to encounter God’s presence.  

The readings draw us into Jesus’ coming glorification through His passion,
death, and resurrection.

Jesus had already manifested many signs of His messianic mission that
pointed to His authority for behaving in the manner He did.  Jesus begins to
draw His audience into the promise of His own resurrection when He chal-
lenged “the Jews”, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”  The
leaders and His “own people” did not understand what Jesus meant for they
had a different vision about the Temple and the Messiah.  They were hoping
and looking for a big, cosmic event that would compel everybody to believe in
Jesus whether they wanted to or not.  Jesus didn’t conform to their expecta-
tions, nor did their view involve freedom of choice.

It was St. Paul who proclaimed without any apology that the demand for
demonstrations of cosmic power and for profound human wisdom is unbeliev-
ers’ talk.  For Paul, the power of the cross of Christ crucified was the message for
believers.  He knew full well that this would shock the Jews and scandalize the
Greek world of his time. 

It is God who confounds human wisdom with the gift of His Son Jesus Christ.
God accomplished by “foolishness” what the greatest human wisdom could not
achieve.  God’s wisdom and saving action are revealed in Jesus Christ, crucified
and risen.  Those “who are called,” that is, those who hear and heed the divine
invitation see in Christ “the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  For in Christ
Jesus is salvation and new life.

This is what St. John wanted to point out to his community, that Jesus was
the replacement of the temple worship. The action of Jesus driving out the
sheep, oxen, doves and money changers may have been a sign to “The Jews”
the Temple worship as they knew it was coming to an end.  Jesus passes judg-
ment on the Jewish sacrificial system and the religious Jewish leaders recog-
nized this action as an action of one who was a prophet and claimed to be
Messiah as found in Ps. 69: 10 and in Zechariah 14:21. God’s wisdom is not fool-
ishness!

The center of God’s presence among His people is no longer a place; it is in
the person of Jesus.  The new sanctuary is the risen body of Jesus.  In this new
temple dwells the fullness of the Spirit.  He is the living water that leads to eter-
nal life.  It is the Spirit of Jesus that comes to those who believe and dwells with
them so that they too can become temples of God.  This is God’s wisdom!

How are you a sign of God’s presence within your family, parish, in the work-
place?  What signs point you to the person and presence of Jesus in your life?
As a family, spend some time at the beginning of your meal together to share
what you most cherish about God or your faith. 

Share how God was active your life.  Invite someone this week to come to a
parish gathering, or to a faith-sharing experience, or to a Bible study.

Mary Lou
Kilian

From a babe’s mouth!
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K OF C BRUNCH
Norfolk – The Knights of Columbus will
be sponsoring a brunch.
Date: March 11
Time: 8:30 a.m. to Noon
Place: Visitation Parish Center; Take-
outs available
Cost: Adults, $6; Children under 12, $4;
Under 5, Free; Family, $16

FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRIES
Ogdensburg – The Knights of Columbus
Council 258’s Friday Night Fish Fry Buffet
is open to the general public and contin-
ues every Friday until Easter.
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7
Place: K of C Hall
Cost: $9 for all you can eat.  Desserts are
$1 and there is a cash bar.
Features: All proceeds benefit K of C
Charities and building fund.

CORN BEEF/HAM & CABBAGE 
Heuvelton – Msgr. Robert Giroux Knights
of Columbus will be sponsoring a St.
Patrick’s Day dinner of corned beef, ham
and cabbage.

Date: March 17
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Cost: $8 donation, under 5, Free

LENTEN SOUP MEAL
Heuvelton - St. Raphael’s Parish is hold-
ing a Lenten soup meal.
Date: March 11
Time: 11;45 a.m
Place: St. Raphael’s Parish Hall
Features: Fr. Jay Seymour, Pastor, will
speak about his 500 mile journey across
northern Spain to the tomb of St. James
Donations Accepted by  not required

FISH & SHRIMP FRY
Gouverneur – St. James School will be
having a Fish & Shrimp Fry every Friday
during Lent.
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 12 and under,
$5; under 5, free;   Take-outs and delivery
available, phone ahead for faster serv-
ices at 287-0130. 

METANOIA RETREAT
Ogdensburg - A Young Adult Metanoia
Retreat will be held

Dates:April 13-14
Place:Wadhams Hall Retreat Center, 
Features: Are you needing to take some
time away from your busy schedule? Are
you needing to hear what God is saying
to you? You are invited to the Metanoia
Retreat
Contact: For more information call or
email Lorraine at 315-323-4989. ltur-
geon@dioogdensburg.org

SINGING PILGRIMAGE
Alexandria Bay - St. Cyril’s Church is
sponsoring  a Pilgrimage to Italy hosted
by Peter’s Way Tours featuring St. Cyril
Church Choir in Liturgy and performance
in Rome, Vatican City, and Assisi.
Date: Aug. 16-23
Cost: $2595 + $550 taxes/fuel sur-
charge ($350 deposit due by 5-5-12)
Features: Experience Ancient Rome,
Christian Rome, the Catacombs, Vatican
Museums and a Papal Audience.  Explore
Assisi of St. Francis.
Contact: Beck Rose at
becky.a.rose@gmail.com f

YOUNG ADULT ONLINE RETREAT
Diocese Young Adult Ministry will be
sponsoring an "ONLINE" Lenten prayer

group
Schedule: Sunday nights at 9p.m. each
week during Lent.
Features:  Busy schedule? Children? Life
holding you back from adding prayer
during Lent? Jump on line Sunday nights
and join others as we pray our way to
the Cross. Easy to join.
Contact:  If interested please call or
Email Lorraine Turgeon 315-323-4989
lturgeon@dioogdensburg.org for more
information.  

2012 YOUTH RALLY
Mark your calendars: April 28 At IHC
High School in Watertown 

2012 TEKAKWITHA CONFERENCE
Albany –The annual Tekakwitha Confer-
ence has been planned
Date: July 18-22
Place: Airport Holiday Inn, 205 Wolf
Road, Albany, NY 12205
Theme:“Walking in her footsteps in Ka-
teri Country”
Contact: For more information or to
register for the conference, go to website
www.tekconf.org

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL
Clifton Park, NY –Catholic Lay Healers
and Evangelists to offer healing and Re-
newal Days on two weekends in 2012.
Dates: April 20-21, 2012 featuring
Maria Vadia of Glory God Ministries and
Oct. 12-13, 2012 featuring Bob Canton.
Place: St. Edward the Confessor, 563
Clifton Park Center Rd, Clifton Park, NY
Information: 518-237-7391 or 518-
371-7911 or dcn.jmgrigaitis@aol.com

CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE
Syracuse – The Diocese of Syracuse will
be sponsoring Ignite 2012, Catholic
Men's Conference.
Date: March 31
Time: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Place: SRC Arena  on the campus of
Onondaga Community College
Speakers:  Mass begins at 9am with
Bishop Cunningham as celebrant; The
speakers Will include Mike Piazza,  major
league  catcher; Sean O'Hara, a success-
ful entrepreneur;  and Father Thomas
Williams, LC, a professor a the Regina
Apostolorum Pontifical Athenaeum in
Rome.
Cost: $55 
Contact: www.ignitecatholicmen.org

ST. LAWRENCE

DIOCESAN EVENTS

NEIGHBORING DIOCESES

Around the Diocese

YOUNG CATHOLIC VOICE

By Tracy Leonard
Parishioner, St. Mary’s, Evans Mills

Why do good things hap-
pen to bad people? Why,
why, why? What is the pur-
pose for this and how can
this be real? Is there really a
God?
I’m sure these are ques-

tions we’ve all asked our-
selves at one time or
another, and if not self-di-
rected, we’ve heard them ut-
tered by others who are
perhaps confused, strug-
gling, ill, hurt or suffering.
Over the past year, I know

these aching thoughts have
entered my mind on various
occasions. Difficult situa-
tions such as broken rela-
tionships, terminal illness,
loss of a loved one, abor-
tion, job loss, marital or
family struggles, financial

strain, addiction, homeless-
ness, etc. are hard to bear,
yet I’ve come to understand
that there are two choices
when you find yourself in
difficult circumstances such
as these: you can give up or
you can go on. 
Only you can make that

choice, but if you choose to
go on, you can encourage
many others throughout
your life who are faced with
the same choice you had to
make. 
Hold onto your hope, real-

izing that a trying circum-
stance can turn into a
wonderful testimony in a
matter of minutes. God uses
difficulties to make us peo-
ple He can trust and people
He can use. Take time to
wait on God and allow Him
to renew your strength so
you can soar.
Acknowledge that you

don’t always grow or be-
come strong during life’s
good times, rather you grow
when you press through dif-
ficulties, challenges or
tragedies without giving up. 
How do you not give up?
Well, one of the best gifts

you can give yourself is
time alone with God- con-

nect with Him in awesome
ways in places of deep
peace and quiet. If you give
God time, He will give it
back to you. 
Spend time with Him.

Trust Him. Praise, worship
and thank Him for life’s
blessings and joys. Pray and
mediate for encouragement
and strength during the
tough times. Know that God
wants you to be strong
enough to soar over the
storms of life and to fulfill
all the plans He has for
you… build your spiritual
body to do so.
This presence of God will

help you to overcome life’s
fears or uncertainties. If you
know by faith that God is
with you, you can take on
any challenges with confi-
dence and courage.
You may not always feel

God’s presence, but trust

His word, knowing that He
will never leave or forsake
you. “Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding;
in all your ways, acknowl-
edge Him and He will make
your paths straight.”
(Proverbs 3:5-6)
Also, the next time you

are confronted with un-
avoidable suffering, it can
become meaningful if you
prayerfully unite it with the
sufferings and redeeming
love of Christ. In faith, ac-
cept your own suffering and
share in the sufferings of
others with compassion and
love.
As we journey through

this Lenten season Lord,
help us to find hope in the
resurrection, thus helping
us to soar through the
storms of life.With God,
nothing is impossible!

Soaring with Strength

Tracy Leonard
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SPECIAL SECTION, PAGES 7-13

Michael J. Tooley, diocesan fiscal offi-
cer, presents the annual Special
Funds Report in this week’s NCC.
Special funds are monies that the
diocese holds for particular purposes
such as disability insurance,  property
and liability insurance, missionary
projects, priests’ retirement, lay em-
ployee retirement and unemploy-
ment insurance.  The report also
includes an accounting of the Dioce-
san Trust Fund and the Deposit and
Loan Account. Bishop LaValley ex-
pressed his gratitude to Tooley and
“his excellent staff for the careful
manner in which they safeguard all
the financial resources that have
been entrusted to our diocese.”

PHOTO PROVIDED
Clare Whitney,left, and Brody Hooper enjoy time at Parijito Azul Disability Center with some of the younger residents. They
were among 40-plus volunteers serving with North Country Mission of Hope in the Central American country earlier this
month. The Plattsburgh-based humanitarian aid organization has sent groups of missioners to Nicaragua 44 separate times
since its inception in 1998. Full story and photos on page 5.

Group explores the role of women in

the church, family, work, world; plan

retreat with Johnnette Benkovic

Bishop LaValley presided at
the annual Rite of Election of
Catechumens and the Call to
Continuing Conversion of
Candidates for those prepar-
ing to enter the Catholic
Church on Easter. The cere-
mony took place Sunday at
St. Mary’s Cathedral.
Bishop LaValley’s homily is

printed on page 3.
Photos from the celebra-

tion  will appear in next
week’s NCC.
Bishop LaValley reflected

on the cathechumen’s rela-
tionship With Jesus as they
prepare to receive the sacra-
ments of initiation.

FULL STORY, PAGE 3

FULL STORY, PAGE 4

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Benedict
XVI asked Catholics for their
prayers as he began his
weeklong Lenten retreat Feb.
26. Before reciting the An-
gelus prayer at midday with
visitors in St. Peter's Square,

he also prayed that all
Catholics would "embrace
the spirit of this holy season,
through prayer, fasting and
almsgiving." 
Congolese Cardinal Lau-

rent Monsengwo of Kinshasa

was chosen to preach the re-
treat Feb. 26-March 3 for
Pope Benedict and top Vati-
can officials in the Redemp-
toris Mater Chapel inside the
Apostolic Palace. 
The cardinal's topic was to

be "Communion of the Chris-
tian with God." 
During the retreat period,

the pope clears his calendar
of public events, including
his weekly general audience
on Wednesday. 


